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Quabbin Art 


Association hosts 
first take away / 


MELINA BOURDEAU 
Staff writer 


BELCHERTOWN —- Much 
like the giving tree, volunteers 
from the Quabbin Art Association 
gave back to the community 
in the form of its first art take 
away at the memory tree on the 
Belchertown Common last week- 
end. 

With art supplies and work 
hanging from the tree in sealed 
bags, members of the community 
were encouraged to come to the 
tree and take a free piece of art. 

The association’s president, 
Denise Fontaine, said there were 
over 250 donations hanging from 
the paint tree throughout the day 
on Sunday. Donations ranged 
from felted objects, photography, 
paint sets and many others. 

Fontaine explained how the 
idea came to be a reality. 

“During the pandemic, I partic- 
ipated in a call and response with 
an artist from Florida. For two 


See ART, page 5 « 





community to take for free. 


Quabbin Art Association hosted its first 
art take away last weekend, providing 
free art supplies and items for the 







Various artwork and supplies were available | | 
-. for people to take from the pine tree on ines a 
Belchertown common last weekend. 9" 
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BELCHERTOWN 


BOS hears 
from town 
managers 


MELINA BOURDEAU 
Staff writer 


BELCHERTOWN - In the 
interest of getting more infor- 
mation about having a town 
manager versus a town admin- 
istrator, the Belchertown 
Selectboard hosted Amherst 
Town Manager Paul 
Bockelman and Bridgewater 
Town Manager Michael 
Dutton to speak about their 
roles. 

Selectboard Chair Gail 
Grammarossa explained 
why the board is contem- 
plating a potential switch 
to having a town manag- 
er following Belchertown 
Town Administrator Gary 
Brougham’s eventual retire- 
ment. 

“We know there are commu- 
nities our size or even smaller 
that have a town manager role 
and we also know our current 
town administrator has been 
with us for quite some time, 
but we know at some point 


See BOS, page 7 





COVID-19 


Beschertown Govid Curwe to December Lat P20 





COURTESY GRAPHIC 


Although there has been a drop in the number of COVID-19 cases in Belcher- 
town in the last week, Quabbin Health Director Judy Metcalf said the town will 
likely see its peak case numbers in the first week of January. 


Cases drop this week 


Three new deaths 
in Belchertown 


MELINA BOURDEAU 
Staff writer 


BELCHERTOWN - Follow- 
ing a record number of cases thus 
far in the pandemic, Belchertown 


Saw a decrease in cases in the 
week ending on Dec. 12. 

There was an increase of 30 
new cases in the week from 
Sunday through Saturday, Dec. 
12, bringing the total cases of 
COVID-19 to 308. There were 
three new deaths in the weekly 


See COVID, page 7 


Call Surner 
and ask for our 
PINK truck 
to make your 
next delivery. 


SPRINGFIELD 


Five arrested following investigation 


STAFF REPORT 


SPRINGFIELD — A long run- 
ning investigation into a substan- 
tial drug trafficking organization 
culminated last week with the 
arrest of five suspects, and the 
seizure of over two kilograms 
of fentanyl, two kilograms of 
cocaine, 11 firearms and approx- 
imately $12,000. 

On Dec. 5, members of the 
District Attorney’s Hampden 
County Narcotics Task Force 
executed a search warrant on 
Julian Delgado’s residence at 26 
Columbia Terrace in Springfield 
for his alleged involvement in the 
distribution of cocaine. A preced- 
ing motor vehicle stop, which led 
to the arrest of Julian Delgado, 
29, of Springfield, yielded one 
kilogram of cocaine. The subse- 
quent search of his home yielded 


See ARREST, page 9 « 


Surner Heating has partnered with the 
Susan G. Koman Foundation to support all 
those whom have been touched by 
Breast Cancer. — 





COURTESY PHOTO 


A long running investigation into a substantial drug trafficking organization culminated 
this week with the arrest of five suspects, and the seizure of over two kilograms of 
fentanyl, two kilograms of cocaine, 11 firearms and approximately $12,000. 


HEATING CO., INC. 


60 Shumway Street 
Amherst, MA 01002 


413.253.5999 
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NOTICE 


ERRORS: Each advertiser is 
requested to check their ad- 
vertisement the first time it 
appears. This paper will not 


be responsible for more than 
one corrected insertion, nor 
will be liable for any error in 
an advertisement to a greater 
extent than the cost of the 
space occupied by the item 
in the advertisement. 





i COMMUNITY 


Pedal desk and active chairs 
give students a change of pace 


BELCHERTOWN -— Academic 
demands often require students to 
remain in one space and focused, 
which can be difficult with the 
growing sensory needs in children. 

A recent Student Success Grant 
awarded by the Belchertown 
Education Foundation provides 
movement and alternative seating 
to fifth grade students at Chestnut 
Hill Community School. They now 
have the opportunity to engage in 
movement and balance while par- 
ticipating in their academic lessons. 

The grant has funded a pedal 
desk, active desk chairs and wobble 
and balance ball chairs expected to 
reduce disruptions to the learning 
experience. Educators use seating 
options as a way to help students 
understand when and why this seat- 
ing can be helpful for them. 

“The flexible seating is such a 
help for the kids this year. They are 
all so excited to get their turn to 
try a piece,’ says Shelley Eldridge, 
teacher and Belchertown Education 
Foundation grant recipient at 
Chestnut Hill Community School. 

She adds, “Thank you to the BEF 
and their donors. Little things like 
this make an extra big difference 
this year.” 

Belchertown Education 
Foundation is a charitable organiza- 
tion with non-profit, 501(c)3 status. 
The organization is self-funded and 
dependent upon generous contri- 
butions from community members, 
businesses, school alumni and fam- 
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ilies. Become a donor or learn more 
at belchertowneducationfoundation. 


BET ERYOURJOURNEY 
SCANNAPROVIS1ONSGROUP.COM 


COURTESY PHOTO 
A Chestnut Hill Community School student demonstrates the new pedal desk in action. 


org and like the Facebook page to 
stay connected. 








Christmas Eve 


service 


BELCHERTOWN -— Join the 
members of Christ Community 
Church congregation for a time 
of worship and music focusing on 
the true meaning of Christmas and 
the joy that this season brings. 

The Christmas Eve service 
will take place at 5:30 p.m. 
both livestreamed, on the Christ 
Community Church Facebook 
page, and in person at the 
church. All social distancing and 
mask-wearing regulations will be 
in place. 

Attendees are asked to sign up 
to attend at the church’s website: 
www.gracefortheway.org, in order 
to ensure there’s enough space in 
the building to follow all social 
distancing guidelines. Christ 
Community Church is located at 
1255 Federal St. in Belchertown. 

For more information contact 
the church office at 413-253-0292 
or office @ gracefortheway.org. 


Christmas tree 
light display 


BELCHERTOWN -— Join Christ 
Community Church for a drive 
through Christmas experience on 
Saturday, Dec. 19 from 5 to 7:30 


p.m. 

There will be brightly decorated 
trees, a live nativity and caroling at 
Christ Community Church located 
at 1255 Federal St., Belchertown. 
Come anytime between 5 and 7:30 
p.m. to drive through and enjoy 
some sights of Christmas, this 
event is free to the public. 
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, Please Consume Responsibly, This product may cause impairment and may be habit forming. For use only by adults 21 years of age or older. Keep out of the reach of child 


@se0t been analyzed or approved by the Food and Drug Administration (FDA). There is limited information on the side effects of using this product, and there may be asso@ate 
afijuana use during pregnancy and breast-feedingmay pose potential harms. It is against the law to drive or operate machinery when under the influence of this produ 

AY FROM CHILDREN. There may be health risks associated with consumption of this product. Marijuana can impair concentration, coordination, and judgment. The impair 
Ma "upp: may be delayed by two hours or more. In case of accidental ingestion, contact poison control hotline 1-800-222-1222 or 9-1-1. This product may be illegal o tside of M, 
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BCTV Schedule 


BELCHERTOWN - This is the upcoming schedule for 

Thursday, Dec. 17 to Wednesday, Dec. 23. 
Thursday, Dec. 17 

8 a.m. - Selectboard — Dec. 14 
10 a.m. — Conservation Comm. — Dec. 14 
12 p.m. —- Community Preservation Committee — Dec. 15 
7 p.m. — Selectboard — Dec. 14 
9 p.m. - Conservation Comm. — Dec. 14 
11 p.m. Community Preservation Committee — Dec. 15 


Friday, Dec. 18 
8 a.m. - Conversation with Pakman — Dec. 18 
9 a.m. - Finance Committee Meeting — Dec. 16 
10:30 a.m. - BEDIC — Dec. 16 
12 p.m. - Zoning Board of Appeals — Dec. 16 
7 p.m. - Conversation with Pakman 
8 p.m. — Finance Committee Meeting — Dec. 16 
9:30 p.m. — BEDIC — Dec. 16 
11 p.m. — Zoning Board of Appeals — Dec. 16 


Saturday, Dec. 19 
e 8 a.m. — Curious Giraffe — J is for Jump for Joy 
e 4:30 p.m. — Curious giraffe — K is for Kind Kids 
e 7 p.m. — Conservation Comm. — Open Space Meeting 


Sunday, Dec. 20 
4:30 p.m. — St. Francis Roman Catholic Church 
6 p.m. — Christ Community Church 
7 p.m. — Hope United Methodist Church 
8:30 p.m. — Conservation Comm. — Open Space Meeting 


Monday, Dec. 21 
8 a.m. — Conversation with Pakman 
5 p.m. — Conversation with Pakman 
6:30 p.m. — Selectboard — Channel 191 


Tuesday, Dec. 22 
8 a.m. — Curious Giraffe — L is for Lively Lumberjacks 
4:30 p.m. — Curious Giraffe — M is for Moms and More 
6:30 p.m. — Christmas Lights of Belchertown 2020 
7 p.m. — Planning Board — Channel 191 


Wednesday, Dec. 23 
8 a.m. — Conversation with Pakman 
9 a.m. — Christmas Lights of Belchertown 2020 
9:30 a.m. — Carols on the Common from 2013 — 2017- 2018 
1 p.m. — Meditation with Lori — Winter Warmth 
7 p.m. — Conversation with Pakman 
8 p.m. — Christmas Lights of Belchertown 2020 
8:30 p.m. — Carols on the Common from 2013-2017-2018 


The BCTV Studio is located at 68 State St., Belchertown. BCTV 
channels are 191, 192 and 193. The BCTV schedule is available at 
www.Belchertown.org. On the main title page select “residents,” click 
on Belchertown Community Television. Selected BCTV shows are also 
available on Vimeo. Go to www.Belchertown.org, go to quick links 
and click on “watch meetings and events online.” The schedule is 
subject to change. 

The BCTV weather information system is broadcast on TV channel 
193 and displays the current weather conditions at the BCTV station 
as well as, the current regional radar. This service operates 24 hours 
a day with audio provided by the National Weather Service from 
Albany New York, with forecasts, storm and emergency warnings for 


the Pioneer Valley. 


Kealty 
Professionals 





ARCHIVE PHOTO 


The Granby Police Department recently received a $35,100 grant for new laptops in the cruisers, among other technology expenses. 


Granby PD receives equipment grant 


MELINA BOURDEAU 
Staff writer 


GRANBY -— The Granby Police 
Department received a $35,100 grant 
recently from the Executive Office of 
Public Safety and which will serve to 
update laptops and software. 

The funding is from the Edward 
Byrne Memorial Justice Assistance 
Grant which “is intended for local 
police departments to address their 
law enforcement and criminal justice 
related needs.” according to a Nov. 
23 letter to the department from Gov. 
Charlie Baker. 

Granby Police Chief Alan Wishart 
said members of the department 


clalalsle ls 
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work hard to apply for grants and 
when they get one, “it’s exciting.” 

“We’re going to use the funding 
to replace laptops in the cruisers and 
we're also getting cellebrite soft- 
ware...aS well as two officers to get 
trained in it,’ he said. “We’ve had 
the current laptops for about eight to 
10 years. It’s a significant expense 
to replace them because they’re not 
normal laptops. We’re hoping to 
get another eight to 10 years out of 
them.” 

The software will allow for offi- 
cers to take evidence from smart- 
phones. 

“Now we have to take the item 
into evidence until we have the infor- 


mation from another department. 
With the new software, we’ll be able 
to get people their equipment back 
faster,’ Wishart said. “In this day and 
age, the way many people commu- 
nicate is through smartphones and 
when we investigate cases, a lot of 
them have some form of evidence 
related to that.” 

Wishart said he’s excited about the 
grant. 

“Applying to grants is a lot of time 
and effort, so we’re excited when 
we get them,” he said. “Particularly 
when it’s equipment, the benefit is 
long-lasting, versus a one-time grant. 
It’s a huge amount of money for a 
small or big town.” 


Little Friends 


Care Center 


58 Daniel Shays Hwy. (Rt. 202 No.) Belchertown 


Lic. # 509640 


Owner 

Mike McKenzie 
MA. Lic. #15648A 
Fully Insured 


OSHA 10 
Certified 


Caring for Children 1 year up to 9 years 
Full day, before and after school programs 
and a morning preschool program offered 


4 1 3- 3 2 3- 844 7 www. LittleFriends39.com 


Residential 
Commercial 
Industrial 


Office: 413-213-0770 


ep) 


Email: btownelectric413@gmail.com 
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The REALTORS with the 
FREE Moving Truck, Odor Removal 
Machine & Carpet Cleaner 





11 North Main Street, Belchertown 
413-213-1500 


Is A New Year Lets Gel iu Mo ving! 


CALL TODAY FOR YOUR FREE MARKET ANALYSIS 





Over 100 Properties SOLD Yearly* 


* Source: MLSPIN & FLEXMLS 1/1/2019-12/1/2019 





413-221-4885 




















LAND 


aaucar DEPOT 
OR LOWE’S 


Will be given 
at closing when you 
buy or sell with the 
Kimberly Allen Team. 


*Must present coupon at Ist meeting 
with Kimberly Allen Team Member 
prior to expiring December 31, 2021. J 


1.44 acres on Old Sawmill Road, 100k 
2.19 acres on Ware Road, 100k 
3.5 Acres on Michael Sears, 60k 
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Autumn Duby 
Brooke Packard 


Kristin Doucas 





INDIVIDUAL REALTORS 
WITH TEAM POWER 


Patrick Nolan 
Lisa Bombard 
Laurie Swift 
Anna Marsh 
Mike Goncalves 


413.786.5047 
413.250.5758 
413.575.7831 
413.459.3457 
413.636.1335 
401.533.0242 
413.230.7557 
508.612.0821 
413.345.2596 
774.757.7795 


We Have CASH 


LOOKING BUYERS Wanting 
iin UU Your AS-IS/ 
REAL ESTATE LICENSE? ANY CONDITION 
CALL PATRICK NOLAN HOME. 
413-786-5047 Call Kimberly 


me) ae (-ye-] 1p 








www.KimberlyAllenTeam.com 


PAGE 4 


THE SENTINEL «- THURSDAY, DECEMBER 17, 2020 





THE BEST FRESH 





FOR YOUR HOLIDAYS! 
Spectacular 


Poinsettias a eae 
“Not Just Red” 
“Fantasy Colors” 
BLUE, Fuchsia, Gold & Teal 


“Glittered and Glamorous” 
k rd Red Poinsettias ~ 
=e Mini Size to Supersize 
: aoe “Floating” Poinsettias 
in Glass Bubbles 


Beautiful Fresh Flower 
Arrangements 
With Long Lasting Evergreens 


Featuring Candles, 
Cardinals & Reindeer 


Stay Warm & Cozy at Home 
Ceramic Coffee Mugs 
“© Reindeer, Gnomes & Trees 
) American Made Jigsaw Puzzles 
25 — 1000 Pieces 

























Gourmet <7) 


Gift Baskets . 


Ready For Pickup or 
Delivery Call 589-7071 


New England Specialties, 
Italian Gourmets, | 
Wine Baskets, Snack Attacks, 
Breakfast Bonanza, 

Entertainment Baskets and MORE!!! 


(oes Randall’s 
Holiday Foods! 


Quiches, Meatballs, Stuffed Mushrooms . 





“ys, Boars Head Sweet Slice Ham, ae 


ax 


te Cocktail Shrimp 
Fruit, Veggie & Deli Platters 


Festive Cookies, Pies & Holiday Desserts } 


eoceeece reece eee eee eee eee eee eee ec eee eee eee eee eee eee see eee eee eee eee eee eee 






New ~ Holiday Dinner Packages 
Turkey, Ham, Steak Tips, 
Lasagna & Chicken Francaise 
With Complimentary Side Dishes 
Serving 4-6 or 8-12 Diners 


Check Out Our Menus at 
Randallsfarm.net 
Bakery and Deli Catering Orders 
LAST DAY TO ORDER 12/20/2020 


Gluten Free Holiday Foods 
Fresh and in Our Freezer Section 
GREAT Selection of Fruit Pies, 
Cupcakes, Cheesecake & MORE 





631 CENTER ST. Route 21 Mass Tpke Exit 7 
LUDLOW e 589-7071 © www.randallsfarm.net 
OPEN CHRISTMAS EVE 12/24 7AM -— 5PM 
~ CLOSED CHRISTMAS DAY ~ 
OPEN: MONDAY THROUGH FRIDAY 7AM - 8PM 
SATURDAY & SUNDAY 7AM - 7PM 


Find us on Mee: and Youll! 











— COMMUNITY 


BJC launches jeopardy game 


BELCHERTOWN -— Looking for 
something fun to do on cold and dark 
winter nights? Do you think you 
know all there is to know about winter 
holidays? The Belchertown Justice 
Collaborative has a festive, fun and 
safe activity for you. 

The Belchertown Justice 
Collaborative announced its first 
Winter Holiday Jeopardy game. The 
game will be open from now until 
Jan. 8. 

The game is designed to be chal- 
lenging and competitive between 
adults. While it is still appropriate for 


families, it may not be engaging for 
children under 10. Compete in person 
against your close family members 
or play virtually with many different 
teams from far and wide. 

Follow this link to play: https:// 
jeopardylabs.com/play/2020- 12-06- 
213 


When you finish playing, make sure 
you finish the final jeopardy to be 
entered in a raffle. 

First prize is the “build your 
holiday cookie package,” pur- 
chased by the Belchertown Justice 
Collaborative, from Aunt Elsie’s in 


Belchertown. Other prizes include 
Belchertown Justice Collaborative 
merchandise. Keep track of your 
points, if that is fun for you, but you 
can enter the raffle regardless of how 
well you do. People who answer 
the final jeopardy correctly will be 
entered for the first place prize, those 
who do not are still eligible for the 
other prizes. 

This jeopardy covers a wide range 
of traditions and celebrations. It is 
not intended to be comprehensive, but 
instead offers a survey of many hol- 
idays. 





PHOTO BY MELINA BOURDEAU 


Belchertown Lions Club President Victor Robidoux presented a $2,000 check to Belchertown Senior Center Executive Director Jessica 
Langlois and Outreach and Social Services Coordinator/Shine Laurene Kendall. The money will go toward Belchertown seniors in need of 


fuel assistance. 


) ‘Hampshire 
» Hearing & stich 


GET Ih OW THE COMVERSATION 


Northampton, MA 
413-596-9572 


WHY CHOOSE JIM POTTER? 


Your 
“Home” Town 
Realtor 


JIM 
POTTER 
413-221-5230 


jimpotter @ jonesrealtors.com 
jimpotterrealestate.com 
45 North Main St. 


Belchertown, MA 01007 
413-323-7295 


Top Selling Multi Million Dollar 
Sales Agent for 12 Years 


28 Sold Transactions for 2016 
28 Sold Transactions for 2017 
32 Sold Transactions for 2018 
Buying or Selling, you won’t be 


disappointed with my service. 


HampHearing.com 
243 King Street, Sulte 105 


Town 
seeks 
input 


STAFF REPORT 


BELCHERTOWN -— The 
town of Belchertown is 
working on the new Open 
Space and Recreation Plan 
and seeks input from res- 
idents to inform its goals 
and objectives. 

An update to the plan 
is necessary to qualify for 
state grants and reimburse- 
ment programs for acqui- 
sition and protection of 
open space. This survey is 
being conducted as a way 
to understand the needs 
and values of the citizens 
of Belchertown regarding 
open space and recreation- 
al facilities. 

Here is a link to an 
online survey: https://bit. 
ly/349BQLe 

The town is looking to 
have responses no later 
than Friday, Dec. 18. 


You ll Get Personal Attention from 


ME from Start To Finish 


NO TEAM MEMBERS NEEDED 


Jones Group A Portion Of Every Real Estate Transaction I have will be Donated to 
Support Youth Sports in the Belchertown Recreation Department 





Visit us at 
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ART = from page 1 


weeks, we created art and made 
a response, going back and forth. 
During one of our Zoom calls, I 
asked her about her pieces and 
she told me she got it from a take 
away,’ Fontaine said. “I liked the 
idea so much that we decided to 
do it our own event.” 

She added that the member- 
ship of about 50 people made 
the event possible, volunteering 
their time to make the donations 
as well as help hang them on the 
tree. 

“Despite the pandemic, despite 
the fact we couldn’t get together, 
people have been renewing their 
memberships,” she said. “These 
people are terrific volunteers. 
They’ve helped set this up and 
shown such generosity.” 

Vice President of the associa- 
tion, Susan Shea, said the event 
served to connect people, while 
abiding by COVID-19 guidelines. 

“It’s a way to keep the mem- 
bers of the association connected 
and members of the communi- 
ty,’ Shea said. “That’s part of our 
mission — to provide the commu- 
nity with art.” 

Randi Shenkman said she put 
art on the tree in the form of an 
art kit. 

“T put up packets with exam- 
ples of my art and a kit with cray- 
ons or colored pencils,” she said. 
“There is something here for kids 
and adults.” 

Emily LaBarre and her children 
went to lunch in town when they 
stumbled upon the event. 

“We were just passing through 
and walked over to see what was 
going on,” she said. “I hadn’t 
heard of this before, but this is 
really nice.” 





i ae abs 


PHOTOS BY MELINA BOURDEAU 
Visitors to the tree on the 
Belchertown common look 

at art to select as part of the 
Quabbin Art Association's art 
take away last Sunday. 


Seven-year-old Killian LaBarre 
shows his selection of free art 
from the tree on the Belcher- 
town Common during Quabbin 
Art Association's art take away 
on Sunday. 


spectrum» mooile” 
THE FASTEST-GROWING MOBILE 


PROVIDER IN THE NATION 


« Save up to 40% on your monthly wireless bill 
- No added taxes, no hidden fees and no contracts 
« The fastest overall speeds and most reliable service 


¢ 5G included with every plan 
MIX, MATCH AND SAVE 


Choose the plan that works for you 


; UNLIMITED 
DATA PLAN 


45°98 14 


Reduced speeds after 20 GB 
of usage per line 


1-844-846-0426 SpectrumMobile.com 


or visit a Soectrum store near you 


Spectrum Internet required. Auto-pay required. Visit spectrummobile.com/plans for details. Taxes and fees included. Based on Q3 2020 subscriber data. Savings based on comparison of single line comparable 
unlimited plans amongst major national carriers as of 06/09/2020. Data usage limits vary by carrier. “Fastest Overall Speed” claim based on Nielsen Mobile Performance cellular and WiFi speed test results for 
Spectrum, Verizon, AT&T, T-Mobile and Sprint mobile customers in Spectrum service area from 7/1/2019 to 3/31/2020. “Most reliable” claim based on the latest FCC Measuring Broadband America report and 
RootMetrics® by IHS Markit's RootScore® Reports: 1H 2020. RootMetrics® test used best commercially available smartphones on 4 national mobile networks across all available network types. Experiences may vary. 
To access 5G, 5G compatible phone and 5G service required. Not all 5G capable phones compatible with all 5G service. Speeds may vary. Unlimited: Reduced speeds after 20 GB of usage per line. Unlimited plans 
include up to 5 GB mobile hotspot use per line during a billing cycle, with speeds reduced down to a maximum of 600 Kbps for mobile hotspot use after 5 GB for the rest of the billing cycle for that line. 5G device 
needed to access 5G service. By the Gig: $14 advanced monthly charge for each line of service. Each line gets one gigabyte (GB) of data that can be shared among all By the Gig lines on the same account. If all By the 
Gig lines on the account collectively exceed the initial 1 GB allocated to each line, an additional GB of shared data is automatically added to the account and you'll pay an additional $14.00 per GB, whether you use the 
entire gigabyte or not. After 5 GB per line, you will experience reduced speeds for the rest of the bill cycle. Service not available in all areas. Restrictions apply. ©2020 Charter Communications. 


BY THE GIG 
DATA PLAN 


Pay only for the data used, 
1GBatatime 








RSVP needed for 
Christmas masses at 
St. Francis of Assisi 


BELCHERTOWN -Because of safety concerns and 
restrictions on gatherings by the state, attendance at 
mass is limited to 200. 

As a result, Christmas Masses at St. Francis of Assisi 
this year will be by reservation only to ensure that the 
church stay below the limit, that social distancing is 
maintained and that everyone is safe. Anyone without a 
reservation will not be invited in. 

Anyone who does not feel well or who are particu- 
larly vulnerable to COVID-19 due to age or underlying 
conditions are encouraged to stay home. 

Christmas Mass will be televised on BCTV 191 at 
4:30 p.m. on Christmas Day and online. 

Attendance at all Christmas masses must be reserved 
in advance. Only those with reservations will be 
allowed in. 

For those who do attend, masks and social distancing 
are required. Cleaning and sanitizing protocols are in 
place. Enter by the front doors. Ushers will be available 
to direct the flow of entering and exiting the church to 
insure social distancing. 

The parish office will be taking reservations for 
the Christmas masses beginning Dec. 1. Use only the 
front entrance and anyone not on the list will be not be 
allowed in. 

Please arrive no later than 15 minutes — earlier, if 
possible - before the mass time, as social distancing, 
seating and list checking will take time. 

Masses for Christmas Eve (by reservation only): 
Thursday, Dec. 24 at 4 p.m. and 6 p.m. 

Christmas Day, Friday, Dec. 25 (by reservation only): 
mass at 8 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. 

Feast of the Holy Family: the weekend of Dec. 26 to 
27, masses are the weekend schedule 

Family Blessings will be offered at the end of mass. 

New Year’s-Solemnity of Mary the Mother of God: 
Thursday, Dec. 31 mass will be celebrated at 6:30 p.m. 
and Friday, Jan. 1 at 8 and 12:10 a.m. 

The parish office will be taking reservations for the 
Christmas Masses beginning Dec. 1. 

Please call 413-323-6272 ext. 1. 
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Coriander, fit for 
cookie-making 


y family and I have been enjoying Christmas 
Mi? Candlelight at Old Sturbridge Village for 

as long as the program has been running. 
Wanting to visit the Village after a long work day is 
through is a real testament to how wonderful this eve- 
ning event is. It was there that 
we first sampled a coriander 
cookie made by a recipe from the 
early 19th century. We thought 
it was so yummy, in fact, that it 
became a welcome addition to 
our Christmas cookie repertoire. 
With a double batch under my 
belt just this afternoon, there is 
no time like the present to learn 
about this really neat, multi-pur- 
pose plant. 

Most gardeners already know 
that coriander (Coriandrum sativum) is one of the few 
herbs that goes by two different names depending on 
the part of the plant used. Its foliage, known as cilantro, 
is used fresh in a number of culinary delights. When the 
plant goes to seed, known as coriander, it can be used 
in that stage as well, eaten whole, crushed or powdered. 

I liken cilantro to be the “marigold” of the herb 
world. Either you love it or you hate it. I, for one, 
immensely dislike it and if given the chance to pick it 
out of my salsa I will certainly do so. Even in a restau- 
rant. I found it interesting to learn that some people 
possess a genetically predisposed aversion to it, accord- 
ing to studies by Charles J. Wysocki, of the Monell 
Chemical Senses Center, in Philadelphia. To me it has 
a bitter taste that I have a hard time describing beyond 
that. Dirty? Soil-like? Most people that do dislike it 
have a similar lack of descriptive ability; they just can’t 
put their finger on it, but they don’t like the taste...or 
the smell of it. 

It’s funny that when my oldest daughter received her 
Ancestry DNA results, she was shown not to possess 
the genetic aversion. Well, she didn’t get that from 
me.... 


N THE 


GARDEN 








Roberta McQuaid 





Cilantro is often used in salsa and other Mexican, 
Asian and Italian dishes including curries, sauces, sal- 
ads and soups. If you prefer to grow the plant more for 
its greens and less for its seeds, manage it as you would 
spinach. Sow seeds in the ground in the cool of the 
season and in succession every two weeks. It dislikes 
being transplanted but doesn’t mind pot culture. Harvest 
greens rather aggressively- about one-third of the plant 
at a time. Just like spinach, there are slow-to-bolt variet- 
ies to choose from such as aptly named ‘Slow Bolt’ and 
‘Longstanding.’ Cilantro’s flowers are edible and they 
attract lots of beneficial insects such as lady beetles, 
parasitic wasps and syrphid flies. 

Coriander seeds, on the other hand, have a pleasant 
(at least to me) fragrance once dried. The scent is eas- 
ler to pinpoint too; nutty and spicy (ever so slightly) 
come to mind. Coriander seed is also well known in 
various ethnic cuisines and is a favorite in spice blends, 
curry being the most popular. It is also used in the mak- 
ing of a number of distilled spirits, herbal liqueurs and 
Christmas cookies as I have come to find out and favor! 

The Herb Society noted that during World War II 
coriander seeds were coated in white or pink sugar and 
thrown from carnival wagons, earning the name “con- 
fections” or “confetti” When the seeds were replaced by 
balls of colored paper the name confetti stuck. Take this 
one to your next game of Cruise Ship Trivia! 

It is easy to harvest the seeds. Simply let the heads 
dry to brown right on the plant. Clip them and place 
inside a paper bag; as they dry further they will open 
and the seeds will pop out. Even if you are only inter- 
ested in harvesting the seeds, multiple plantings (or a 
big garden patch) are necessary to get a decent-sized 
harvest. Let a few drop their seeds and you will be 
blessed with a few self sown plants next spring. 

Roberta McQuaid graduated from the Stockbridge 
School of Agriculture at the University of 
Massachusetts. For the last 28 years, she has held 
the position of staff horticulturalist at Old Sturbridge 
Village. She enjoys growing food as well as flowers. 
Have a question for her? Email it to ekennedy@ turley. 
com with “Gardening Question” in the subject line. 
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SOCIAL SECURITY MATTERS 


Will my U.K. pension affect 
my Social Security? 


RUSSELL GLOOR 


Guest columnist 


Dear Rusty: I lived and worked in the 
United Kingdom prior to coming to the 
U.S. at age 45, which qualified me for a 
U.K. State Pension worth the equivalent of 
about $740 U.S. dollars per month. Since 
moving to the U.S. I have contributed to the 
U.S. Social Security system for 14 years 
and my estimated U.S. Social Security ben- 
efit is $1,643 per month. I have heard about 
something called “WEP” and must be hon- 
est and say I[ don’t fully understand. Can 
you provide some advice or references so I 
can understand what happens to these sums 
when I retire? I don’t have any other pen- 
sion income, so understanding these num- 
bers is important. FYI, I hold both U.S. and 
U.K. passports and will retire in the U.S.A. 
Signed: Blessed from the UK 


Dear Blessed: The “WEP” provision 
you refer to is known as the “Windfall 
Elimination Provision.” It affects anyone 
who is eligible to collect Social Security 
benefits, but who also has a pension from 
another entity (corporation, public agen- 
cy, or foreign country) which did not par- 
ticipate in the U.S. Social Security pro- 
gram (meaning that SS FICA payroll taxes 
weren’t paid during that employment). 
WEP will reduce your U.S. Social Security 
benefit by using a special formula to com- 
pute your benefit amount. Generally, the 
WEP reduction is determined either by 
the number of years of substantial Social 
Security covered earnings that you have, or 
the WEP maximums (one of which is that 
your U.S. Social Security can’t be reduced 
by more than half of your non-covered pen- 
sion). With less than 20 years paying into 
the U.S. system, you will incur one of the 
maximum WEP reductions. 

Something else important to understand 
is that the current estimate you have from 
Social Security doesn’t include the WEP 
reduction. That estimate assumes that you 
will continue to earn at your current level 
until you reach your full retirement age. 
You haven’t shared your birthdate, but from 


What are your thoughts on issues 
in town? Voice your view! 
Write to us in Letter to the Editor format and 
we'll print your opinion on our Op/Ed page. 
Email it to sentinel @turley.com. Include 
your hometown and a phone number at which 
we can eae) eu lor COM at ; 


your email I assume you are now about 
60-years-old. If you were born in 1959, 
your full retirement age (FRA) for U.S. 
Social Security purposes is 66 years and 
10 months (Gif you were born after that your 
FRA is 67, and if you were born before 
that subtract 2 months for each year prior 
to 1959). Your FRA is when you will get 
your “full” Social Security benefit. If you 
claim before that (age 62 is the earliest you 
can claim) your benefit will be reduced 
(even before WEP), and if you wait beyond 
your FRA you'll earn Delayed Retirement 
Credits (DRCs) which will increase your 
benefit amount. DRCs stop at age 70. 

Based upon what you’ve told me, I 
believe that your WEP reduction will prob- 
ably be limited to one of the maximums, 
either half of your monthly U.K. pension, 
or the maximum for your “eligibility year” 
(2022"). We don’t yet know what the stan- 
dard maximum WEP reduction for 2022 
will be, but for 2020 it is $480. That is the 
most that your Social Security benefit could 
normally be reduced. But if your U.K. pen- 
sion is about $740 U.S. Dollars, then your 
maximum reduction should be about $370, 
because the WEP reduction can’t be more 
than half of your non-covered (U.K.) pen- 
sion. So, your U.S. Social Security benefit 
of $1,643 will most likely be reduced by 
about $370 to about $1,303.You will need 
to contact the U.K. pension system to see if 
any of your U.K. pension will be offset by 
your U.S. Social Security benefits. 

This article is intended for informa- 
tion purposes only and does not represent 
legal or financial guidance. It presents the 
opinions and interpretations of the AMAC 
Foundation’s staff, trained and accredited 
by the National Social Security Association. 
NSSA and the AMAC Foundation and its 
staff are not affiliated with or endorsed 
by the Social Security Administration or 
any other governmental entity. To submit 
a question, visit our website (amacfounda- 
tion.org/programs/social-security-advisory) 
or email us at ssadvisor@amacfoundation. 
org. 

Russell Gloor is a Social Security advi- 
sor for AMAC. 
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Editor Policy 


Letters to the edi- 
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words or less in 
length. No unsigned 
or anonymous opin- 
ions will be pub- 
lished. We require 
letter writers to 
include his or her 
town of residence 
and home telephone 
number. We must 
authenticate author- 
ship prior to publi- 
cation. We reserve 
the right to edit or 
withhold any sub- 
missions deemed to 
be libelous or con- 
tain unsubstantiated 
allegations, person- 
al attacks, defama- 
tion of character 
and offensive lan- 
guage. All unknown 
or alleged facts and 
quotations offered 
by the author need to 
cite credible, unbi- 
ased sources. Send 
letters to: Sentinel 
Editor Melina 
Bourdeau, 24 Water 
St., Palmer, MA 
01069 or via email to 
sentinel @turley.com. 
The deadline for sub- 
missions 1s Friday at 
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UMassfFive hosting winter coat drive 


HADLEY — UMassFive College 
Federal Credit Union (UMassFive) 
is running a winter coat and 
cold-weather clothing drive in 
its Hadley and Northampton 
branches throughout the month of 
December. These donations are 
part of an effort to ensure that all 
community members have access 
to cold-weather clothing this win- 
ter, and will be distributed in part- 
nership with the Amherst Survival 
Center. 

“The public health and economic 


crises caused by COVID-19 have 
hit hard. Not only are many indi- 
viduals and families struggling, but 
many of the resources our neigh- 
bors can turn to have had to shift 
their focus,” said Lev Ben-Ezra, 
Executive Director of the Amherst 
Survival Center. “Unfortunately, 
the Amherst Survival Center had to 
temporarily close our community 
store due to COVID as we focus on 
our food and nutrition programs, 
but we have remained committed 
to distributing core essentials-- 


items like coats, sleeping bags, 
underwear, socks and long johns. 
We are so grateful to be partner- 
ing with a number of area orga- 
nizations including Craig’s Doors 
and Family Outreach of Amherst to 
make sure every single coat, blan- 
ket, and winter accessory we col- 
lect makes it someone who needs 
it. Now is truly a time of ‘every bit 
counts, and we are grateful for all 
the ways the community is step- 
ping up to support each other. The 
UMassFive coat drive is an essen- 


tial part of that.” 

UMassFive gratefully accepts 
any and all clean, new or gently 
used coats, gloves, scarves, hats, 
sweaters, and blankets. 

Donations should be placed 
in a bag, and may be dropped 
off during business hours to the 
Hadley branch at 200 Westgate 
Center Drive or Northampton 
branch at 225 King Street. 

https://www.umassfive.coop/ 
news/umassfive-hosting-win- 
ter-coat-drive-1 





BOS - from page 1 


he will be looking for retirement 
down the road, so we thought that 
might make for an opportunity to 
take a look at the roles of town 
manager versus town administra- 
tor,’ Grammarossa said. “Just to 
help us learn a little more about 
it and help us as we think about 
both succession planning and 
then general strategic goal setting 
and staff particularly at the senior 
leadership level.” 

Dutton and Bockelman were 
asked to explain the similarities 
and differences between the town 
administrator and manager roles. 

Dutton, who has served as 
a selectboard members, a town 
administrator and now a town 
manager, explained the town 
shifted to the town manager form 
of government about 10 years ago. 

He said the “major differences” 
between open town meeting and 


the decentralized form of govern- 
ment which is common in New 
England towns. 

“The council-manager form 
of government that I serve under 
now is much more of an oper- 
ationally top-down type of sce- 
nario,’ Dutton said. “I play the 
role of ‘the boss’ all the employ- 
ees essentially work for me. They 
don’t work for a particular board 
or committee. The town council 
plays a legislative role, and they 
sort of take the place of town 
meeting and I play the role of the 
executive.” 

Looking to its neighbor- 
ing community of Amherst, 
Bockelman said in addition to 
being a town manager, he had 
previously served as an execu- 
tive secretary, a position which 
Belchertown also previously had 
prior to the town administrator. 

“There’s a substantial differ- 
ence between a town manager 
and town administrator...main- 


ly with town administrator and a 
selectboard — it’s a shared exec- 
utive responsibility with the leg- 
islature being the town meeting,” 
Bockelman said. “The way it was 
in Amherst was we had a town 
manager that was created by char- 
ter with a selectboard and then 
the legislature was the town meet- 
ing. The selectboard and the town 
manager shared responsibilities, 
but the town manager’s authority 
derived from the town charter not 
from the selectboard. In a town 
administrator form, all the power 
that the town administrator holds 
is derived from the selectboard 
and you delegate what you want 
to the town administrator.” 

In Amherst, the town manager 
serves as the executive, the town 
council is the legislature, which 
hires and fires the town manager 
and approves the budget, accord- 
ing to Bockelman. 

Bockelman said the board 
should think of these key powers 


— who can negotiate and sign con- 
tracts, who can negotiate and sign 
union agreements and who has the 
power to purchase things. 

Selectboard members asked 
questions of the presenters includ- 
ing if there is a human resources 
position, whether to continue hav- 
ing an open town meeting and the 
structure of department heads in 
their respective towns. 

Dutton told the board, the pow- 
ers and duties of a town manag- 
er versus a town administrator 
aren’t specifically laid out by the 
Massachusetts General Laws. 

“To some degree, perception, 
to some degree it’s fleshed itself 
out over the years, but really keep 
in mind there is no hard and fast 
definition in the Mass. General 
Laws,’ he said. 

Grammarossa said the board 
is going to do further explora- 
tion and discussion with staff to 
explore the subject more in the 
future. 


Belchertown 
children’s meals 
program menu 
For the week of Dec. 21 to 25 


Note: Tuesday through 
Thursday are small meal kit 
items 

Monday: Cohort A 

Breakfast: pop tarts, cheese 
stick and fruit. Lunch: loaded 
beef nachos, fiesta black bean 
salad and a churro. 


Tuesday (curbside meal kit 
pickup, only Belchertown High 
School, 11 a.m. to I p.m.) 
Cohort A 

Breakfast: bagel with cream 
cheese, 100% juice. Lunch: 
grilled cheese, broccoli with 
ranch dip and tomato soup. 


Wednesday 
Winter recess, no school. 
Thursday 
Winter recess, no school. 
Friday 
Winter recess, no school. 


Note 

Pre-k and Kindergarten will 
offer a daily in-school alter- 
native choice: Muffin, yogurt, 
vegetable, fruit, and milk 

Grades I though 6 will offer 
a daily in-school alternate 
choice: Sunbutter and Jelly 
sandwich, vegetable, fruit and 
milk 

Grades 7 to 12 will offer 
daily in-school alternative 
choices: pizza station, deli bar 
and pre-made salads 





COVID - from page 1 


period, bringing the total number 
of people who have died due to 
the novel coronavirus to 11. 

Quabbin Heath Director Judy 
Metcalf explained the current 
trends and what she anticipates in 
the future. 

“The trend is going up and 
down,” she said. “The peak num- 
bers will be in the first or second 
week of January. Then I hope to 
see a downward trend as more 
people get vaccinated.” 
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She said while the vaccine for 
COIVD-19 has been administered 
in the United States beginning on 
Monday, Dec. 14, people need to 
be cautious during the upcoming 
holiday season. 

“We need to be vigilant so 
things don’t skyrocket,” Metcalf 
said. “That means following the 
recommendations about wearing a 
mask in public, social distancing 
and safe tips for winter holidays.” 

She said containing the spread 
will allow for the new vaccine to 
work better. 

“For the people who are unable 
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to get the vaccine, whether they 
are allergic to components of the 
vaccine or taking serious med- 
ications or treatments, they are 
dependent on the rest of us to get 
vaccinated,’ Metcalf said. “That 
applies with other diseases like 
the measles. When enough of 
us are vaccinated, there is a low 
chance of contracting an illness or 
the chance to eradicate it.” 

She encouraged people to be 
smart about the choices they 
make, recommending that people 
make choices that are as safe as 
possible. 
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BEEF STRIPLOIN 


A GREAT ALTERNATIVE 


BEEF TOP SIRLOIN 


SALE DATES: 
12/17/20 - 12/23/20 
Will Close 12/24 at 4PM 
Closed 12/25 & 12/26 


“There’s no reason why you 
can’t celebrate Christmas in April 
when things are better,” she said. 
“With the holidays there is going 
to be a massive spike in cases. 
People should follow the rules to 
help keep exposures down.” 

She said there have been a 
number of factors to why the rise 
in cases was so dramatic. 

“We didn’t see these numbers 
in March because we didn’t have 
the testing we have now,” Metcalf 
said. “We also were in lock down 
during that time.” 

The reporting also took time 
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over time, most of which didn’t 
occur until last Monday. 

Metcalf directed people to the 
COVID-19 section of the website 
for data on the cases in town, rec- 
ommendations for winter holidays 
and state information on cluster 
groups. 

The majority of clusters 
throughout the state are in house- 
holds, based on Dec. 10 data from 
the state, which reported a total of 
12,583 clusters and 31,921 con- 
firmed cases from Nov. 8 to Dec. 
5. 
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Mr. and Mrs. Claus stole the show at Beers & Story during the 


Holiday Stroll on Dec. 4. 


DALTON ZBIERSKI 
Staff Writer 


SOUTH HADLEY - For much 
of the year it was unclear if the 
South Hadley & Granby Chamber 
of Commerce Annual Holiday 
Stroll would occur. When all was 
said and done, the community’s 
holiday spirit could not be sup- 
pressed last weekend. 

“It’s a really fun night in a 
time where we don’t have a 
whole lot to celebrate or to do,’ 
said Chamber President Michelle 
Theroux. 

For the past two decades, the 
stroll has been held on the Town 
Commons and served the purpose 
of uniting hundreds of commu- 
nity members. On account of the 
COVID-19 pandemic, the tradi- 
tional model was implausible this 
year. 

Fortunately, the Beers & Story 
Funeral Home on Newton St. 
offered up its property, which 
enabled a drive through celebra- 
tion that drew dozens of townsfolk 
to the blacktop on the evening of 
Friday, Dec. 4. 

“We’ve had a great turnout. 
It’s very festive and there have 
been lots of smiles. It’s just been 
a good night,” said Jessica Bodon, 
a member of the Holiday Stroll 
Committee, who delved into how 
the initiative came to be. 


JOIN US AT STADLER ACE HARDWARE IN SUPPORTING 


BELCHERTOWN FAIR VOLUNTEERS AND BPD K-9 TEAM! 


2020 Cats Meow “Memory Tree Blocks” are available 
at Stadler ACE Hardware for $25 per block. Payment 
needs to be in the form of cash or check made out to 
“The Friends of The Belchertown Fair.” 100% of the 

proceeds support The Friends of The Belchertown Fair! 


Limited quantities of the BPD K-9 Glass Paws 
Ornaments are available for $15 and BPD K-9 Glass 
Bone Ornaments are available for $12. Each ornament 
comes with a beautiful complimentary gift bag. 
Payment needs to be in the form of cash or check 
made out to “The Town of Belchertown - K9 Unit.” 
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Peoples Bank pose for a picture during last the Holiday Stroll. 


“We contacted [Beers & Story], 
and there was no hesitation on 
their end. They just volunteered 
the use of their parking lot here 
and their electricity. Without hav- 
ing the event here, it may not have 
happened at all,” said Bodon. 

In addition to Mr. and Mrs. 
Claus, the South Hadley Electric 
Light Dept., the South Hadley 
Police Dept. and Fire District 1 
all contributed to the festivities, 
as did a variety of local businesses 
and chamber members. 

While the stroll took on a new 
look at a new location, the sense 
of togetherness that has defined 
the event through the years was 
ever present at Beers & Story on 
Dec. 4. 

Michele Lyman, owner of 
Serenity Yoga, was relieved when 
she learned that the stroll would 
not be cancelled, and the experi- 
ence surpassed her expectations. 

“T think we were all a little bit 
nervous about how it would come 
together; never doing this before,’ 
said Lyman. “The kids are just 
lighting up when they see Santa, 
and it just brings such warmth to 
my heart that they’re at least able 
to see them and find a little bit of 
joy during a tough year.” 

Lt. Jason Houle of Fire District 
] joined several colleagues, stand- 
ing next to a firetruck that was 
decked out in Christmas lights. 


ave 


Nai vay 


Like Lyman, Houle pointed out 
that the evening was all about the 
kids. 

“Tt’s been a tough year for 
everybody so it’s just great to see 
the kids enjoying themselves and 
the families enjoying themselves 
and being able to get out and 
experience the holidays and some 
sense of normalcy,’ said Houle, 
who was accompanied by his two 
daughters. 

Houle offered local youths his 
highest praise. He believes that 
people can learn from the way that 


OUR WONDERFUL LOCAL FRIENDS OF THE 


We Are OPEN MON.-FRI. 8AM-6PM, SAT. 8AM-4PM & SUN. TOAM-4PM 


3 STADLER STREET, BELCHERTOWN, MA 01007 © 413-323-4521 








[L to R] Regina Zebrowski of Chap de Laine’s, Michelle Theroux of the Berkshire 
Hills Music Academy, Michele Lyman of Serenity Yoga and Jessica Bodon of 


PHOTO BY DALTON ZBIERKSI 


On Dec. 4, Mia and Natalie Bodon dressed as Santa’s 


workers, setting up shop in the back of a Chap de Laine’s 
box truck during the Holiday Stroll. 





South Hadley’s children and teen- 
agers have handled themselves 
during the pandemic. 

“T think we really need to look 
at the way they’re taking it and 
really look at ourselves like, ‘It’s 
not that bad; we’ll get through 
this.’ I don’t think I’ve ever heard 
one kid complain about wearing a 
mask or any of the stuff they have 
to do,” said Houle. 

Where the stroll will be held 
next year, no one knows, but on 
Dec. 4, the exterior of Beers & 
Story was the only place that 


Members of Fire District 1 pose 


next to an illuminated fire truck on 


Dec. 4 during the Holiday Stroll. 


Chamber Vice President Regina 
Zebrowski wanted to be. 

“Every year, it’s amazing to 
be part of the stroll, and this year 
more than ever,’ said Zebrowsk1. 
“When COVID hit, we knew we 
had to reimagine it. It was so 
important to bring this to the com- 
munity, and tonight just shows 
how much everybody really came 
together.” 


Dalton Zbierski is a Staff Writer 
and can be reached at dzbierski@ 
turley.com. 


The market changes. 
Are you prepared? 


Tom McRae 
Financial Advisor 


100 University Dr 
First Floor Suite 3 
Amherst, MA 01002 
415-549-1979 


Edward Jones 
MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING 
edwardjones.com 


THE SENTINEL «- THURSDAY, DECEMBER 17, 2020 


PAGE 9 





Holiday offerings at 
the Granby Library 


GRANBY - The following are upcoming holiday events 
by Granby Public Library. 

Family movie night holiday theme DVD binge boxes 

A binge box is a box/bag with three DVD’s hand-select- 
ed for you by the librarians, a bag of microwave popcorn, 
an activity and a small gift to brighten your day. 

Library staff will ask your child(ren)’s age(s). You can 
request a personalized box, feel free to ask for books, 
music. 

To request a holiday binge box call the library 467-3320 
or email the library at granbypubliclibrary @ gmail.com. 

Library staff answer calls and emails on open library 
days Tuesday through Friday from 10:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. 

Kid - made ornaments to “gift or keep” kits 

Stop by for a take and make ornament kit, in the library 
lobby from Tuesday through Friday from 10:30 a.m. to 
5:30 p.m. 

A little glue added to our kits and you’ll have some 
homemade holiday ornaments to add a special touch to 
your tree or a great gift for someone special. 

Bagged kits will be created for younger and older youth. 
It is first come first serve. 

Holiday books for sale .50 

A selection of “like new” holiday books are on the bot- 
tom shelf of our Ornament Kit cart. Each book is .50. 

Envelopes are provided — put the book payment in the 
envelope, then put the envelope in book drop. 

Holiday craft bags for Jr/Sr High schoolers 

Get crafty! Choose an ornament kit and some winter 
magic coloring pages at the Granby Library. 

While supplies last. Stop by the library lobby during 
library hours from Tuesday to Friday from 10:30 a.m. to 
5:30 p.m. 
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Hunter Juras from Amherst 
achieves fall 2020 Dean’s List 
at Belmont University 


NASHVILLE, TN — Hunter Juras qualified for the 
Fall 2020 Dean’s List at Belmont University. Eligibility 
is based on a minimum course load of 12 hours and a 
quality grade point average of 3.5 with no grade below 
aC. 

Approximately 55 percent of Belmont’s students 
this semester qualified for the Fall 2020 Dean’s List. 
Belmont Provost Dr. Thomas Burns said, “Achieving 
the recognition of Dean’s List during the Fall 2020 
semester is an extraordinary achievement. While we 
are always impressed with students’ who are able to 
achieve this high level of recognition in their academic 
endeavors, those students that reached this mark in Fall 
2020 demonstrated incredible diligence and commit- 
ment to their academic work during very unusual and 
stressful circumstances. We are so pleased to be able 
to recognize their efforts and our hope is that these 
students will continue investing in their studies to equip 
them for a lifetime of learning and service.” 


Owen Oulundsen earns dean’s 
award with distinction at Colgate 
University 

HAMILTON, NY — Owen Oulundsen, a member of 


the Colgate University Class of 2023, has earned the 
spring 2020 Dean’s Award with Distinction. 


Oulundsen is an Economics major from Belchertown, 
and is a graduate of the Lawrenceville School. 

Students who receive a term grade point average of 
3.6 or higher while completing at least three courses 
during the spring 2020 semester earn the Dean’s Award 
with Distinction. 

Colgate is a leading American university for students 
who want classes with rigor, faculty with passion, and 
confidence in knowing they will learn how to thrive in 
work and life. Colgate offers 56 majors and supports 
25 Division I athletic teams on a campus of about 3,000 
students in central New York. 


Thy Ton-Morrison inducted into 
the Honor Society of Phi Kappa Phi 


BATON ROUGE, LA —- Thy Ton-Morrison of 
Granby, was recently initiated into The Honor Society 
of Phi Kappa Phi, the nation’s oldest and most selective 
all-discipline collegiate honor society. Ton-Morrison 
was initiated at MCPHS University. 

Ton-Morrison is among approximately 30,000 stu- 
dents, faculty, professional staff and alumni to be ini- 
tiated into Phi Kappa Phi each year. Membership is by 
invitation only and requires nomination and approval 
by a chapter. Only the top 10 percent of seniors and 
7.5 percent of juniors are eligible for membership. 
Graduate students in the top 10 percent of the number 
of candidates for graduate degrees may also qualify, 
as do faculty, professional staff and alumni who have 
achieved scholarly distinction. 





ARREST : from page 1 


another kilogram of cocaine, found in a 
cardboard box under a Christmas tree. 

Delgado has been charged with traf- 
ficking a class B drug “cocaine” over 200 
grams, and operating a motor vehicle with 
a suspended license. 

On Dec. 7, investigators learned that Gil 
and Degracia would be traveling to the 
Lawrence, area to procure a large quantity 
of heroin/Fentanyl. Later in the evening, 
a traffic stop was conducted in which six 
large bags containing approximately 2.87 
kilograms of fentanyl was found in the 
vehicle. 

Both Junior Degracia, 41, and Maralaisy 
Gil, 39, both of Springfield, have been 
arrested and charged with trafficking in 
heroin/fentanyl over 200 grams. 

The following day, on Dec. 8, search 
warrants were executed in Springfield and 
Belchertown resulting in the arrests of the 
following two individuals for the following 
offenses: 

John Feliciano, 45, of Springfield, 
charged with: trafficking in heroin/fentanyl 
over 200 grams, manufacturing in heroin/ 
fentanyl, commission of a felony while 
armed, conspiracy to violate 94C narcotic 
laws, unlawful possession of a firearm (10 
counts), possession of a sawed-off shot- 
gun, possession of ammunition without 
FID card. 

Jose Antonio Diaz, 46, of Belchertown, 
charged with: trafficking in heroin/fentanyl 
over 200 grams, manufacturing in heroin/ 
fentanyl, conspiracy to violate 94C narcotic 


laws, unlawful possession of a firearm (10 
counts), possession of a sawed-off shot- 
gun, possession of ammunition without 
FID card. 

Hampden District Attorney Anthony 
D. Gulluni said, “This long running, 
multi-agency investigation has dismantled 
a prominent drug trafficking organization 
here in the western Massachusetts region. 
The large amount of narcotics seized, spe- 
cifically the fentanyl, and the dismantling 
of this organization, unquestionably has 
saved many lives. The agencies and offi- 
cers involved should be commended for 
operating a very successful and intricate 
investigation that targeted the traffick- 
ing of Fentanyl, an extraordinarily potent 
drug that has killed thousands across 
Massachusetts just over the past few years.” 

Recovered during these searches were 
the following: approximately 400 grams of 
heroin/fentanyl, 11 firearms (seven pistols, 
two rifles, 1 AR15 rifle and a sawed-off 
shotgun), two ballistic vests, $11,200 US 
currency and numerous rounds of various 
ammunition. 

The Massachusetts Attorney General’s 
Office provided funding for this investi- 
gation. AG Healey’s office has prioritized 
combatting the opioid crisis and has been 
working closely with federal, state and 
local partners to fight illegal drug traffick- 
ing throughout New England. The AG’s 
Fentanyl Strike Force was created in 2016 
using a $1 million federal grant that has 
since been strengthened with an additional 
$5.6 million in funding to expand ongoing 
multistate and cross-jurisdictional investi- 


Acres of Beautiful Live Christmas Trees 


MOss HILL 
TREE FARM 


since 1956 
The Mason Family 


222 Upper Moss Hill Rd. 
Russell, MA 01071 
413-862-3815 


Find us on Facebook 
at Moss Hill Tree Farm 


Open Dawn to Dark 
until Christmas 


SELECT & CUT-YOUR-OWN 


Live Spruces ¢ Balsam ° 


Frazier « Concolor Firs 


$25 - $50 All Sizes up to 16 feet 
Two Trees for $60 ~ Bring a Friend ~ Some Pre-Cut 


On Weekends We Offer FREE: 


Warming Fires * Helpers * Loaner Saws * Evergreen Boughs 
Please Be COVID Safe / Bring In This Ad for 10% Off 





gations. 

Participating in the investigation were: 
the Hampden District Attorney’s Office, 
the Hampden District Attorney’s Hampden 
County Narcotics Task Force and the 
Massachusetts State Police Detective 
Unit assigned to the Hampden District 
Attorney’s Office, Massachusetts Attorney 
General’s Office, Springfield Police 
Department Narcotics Unit, United States 


Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, and Firearms, 
Homeland Security Investigations, the West 
Springfield, Holyoke, Chicopee Police 
Departments, Hampden County Sheriff’s 
Department, Massachusetts State Police’s 
Commonwealth Interstate Narcotics 
Reduction Enforcement Team and the 
Massachusetts State Police Gang Unit. 

Arraignment information was not imme- 
diately available. 


Seasons Greelings 
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DEATH NOTICE 
The Sentinel 
Walter J. Henry Il 


O B LI TUARY Died Dec. 4, 2020 
P () L | CY Services are private 
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Turley Publications Walter J : Henry Hit 
offers two types of BELCHERTOWN-Walter “Jimmy” J. Henry, III, 
obituaries. 28, passed away unexpectedly Dec. 4, 2020. Born in 


W —_—k 
ol © 


Springfield on Aug. 27, 1992, 
he was the only son of Walter 
“Bud” J. Jr and Jacqueline 
“Jackie” (Mercier) Henry of 
Belchertown. 

Jim grew up in Belchertown 
and graduated from Pathfinder 
High School. During his school 
years, he enjoyed playing soc- 
cer and excelled at wrestling, 


i ~__&_| competing in Massachusetts and G7 
i —. » SS Connecticut. 
famies to publish ss Ze wn 
ware nk ae After high school, Jimmy 70 
extended death notice began working for the Belchertown DPW and for the a ee ae 
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Paid Obituaries He will long be remembered for his fun loving per- 9 Cameracompany 44. Alfred _, Brit. poet figure 32. Organic compound 


One is a free, brief 
Death Notice listing 
the name of deceased, 
date of death and 
funeral date and place. 


The other is a Paid 
Obituary, costing 
$120, which allows 
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include a photograph. 


should be sonality and fantastic laugh. oo 14. Folk singer DiFranco 46. Crest of a hill 6. War-based board 34. Tears down (Brit.) 
submitted through a oe ie ee . a 15, Passerine birds 49. Atomic #52 game 35. Beloved Hollywood 
funeral home to: Millie Czerwincii. and manyaunts, uncles, cousinsand 16. Plum-shaped fruit 50.__ Caesar, comedian 7. Midway between alien 


obits @turley.com. friends. used for preserves 51. Breaks apart northeast and east + 36. Unconscious 
Services will be privately held for the family and 17. Popular kids channel 55. Register formally 8. 18-year period in 40. Missour' 
Exceptions will be made Beers & Story Belchertown Funeral Home has been 18. Dodgers’ skipper (Brit. sp.) astronomy 41. Firemen use them 


only when the family entrusted with the arrangements. 90. Removes 58. Worker 9. Mid-century term 45. Pig noise 








provides a death certificate In lieu of flowers, please consider donations to Dakin - ; 
and must be pre-paid. ea onorGr his ee oie companion, Bo Bo. 22. The Atlantic is one 59. Chemical compound used to describe 47. Greatly dismay 
For details, please visit www.beersandstory.com 23. Badgerlike mammal 60. Disgraced newsman Japanese-Americans 48. Imitator 


24, Foulness 64. Born of 10. Large bodies of 92. Moves by turning 
28. Luke’s mentor 65. Chemical substance water over 
__-Wan 66. Supernatural powers 11.Eurasian ryegrass 53. Boxing’s GOAT 
29, Commercial 67. Clothes 12. Perform onstage 54. Swarms with 
30. A type of gin 68. Indy footballers 13. Greek island 56. Margarines 
31. Temptress 69. Moves forward 19. 10th month of the 57. Feudal superior 
33. Shuts in an enclosed 70. Midway between year (abbr.) 59. As fast as can be 
space south and southeast 21. One point east of done 
37, Milligram southeast 60. Reciprocal of a sine 
38. Actress Adams CLUES DOWN 24, Belgian city 61. Chinese city 
39. Strive to equal or 1. Driver 2. Praise excessively 62. Tell on 
match 2. Bone cavities 26. River in France 63. United 
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No locker rooms, scrums in hockey modifications 


GREGORY A. SCIBELLI 
gscibelli@turley.com 


REGION — The parking lots at 
Olympia Ice Center and Fitzpatrick 
Rink could be very crowded this 
winter with students being forced 
to change outdoors as part of the 
modifications made to ice hockey 
for the 2020-2021 season. 

High school guidelines 
from the office of Energy and 
Environmental Affairs required 
locker rooms to be closed at ice 
hockey arenas. 

The only reason the locker 
rooms can be used is for players 
to use the bathroom and sinks. 
“Participants must wear-in/wear- 
out clothes or dress in the parking 


lot or other designated area,” the 
guidelines state. 

The change is to limit close 
contact among teammates due to 
locker rooms being very congest- 
ed spaces with a lot of pads and 
equipment taking up even more 
space. 

One change for hockey ver- 
sus other sports is the ability for 
players to wear gaiters on the ice. 
Typically, face coverings for play- 
ers and fans alike in most sports 
requires a mask that has loops 
that go over the ear, securely cov- 
ering the mouth and nose. Hockey 
players are allowed to wear gai- 
ters, which were viewed as less 
secure by some. Gaiter will be 
allowed for hockey players pro- 


vided they are multi-ply. 

One of the tougher parts to 
comply with is the fact only 20 
players will be allowed to dress 
for the game, and some extended 
bench areas will be needed for 
both teams in order to social dis- 
tance enough. Typically, 22 play- 
ers are allowed on the roster for 
varsity games. Only three coaches 
will be allowed on benches for 
games, though that is close to 
average for most hockey teams. 

Having more than one player 
in the penalty box will also be a 
new challenge as only one player 
is allowed in the penalty box at a 
time. According to the guidelines, 
other spaces must be designated 
for players to serve penalties. 


“One person in the penalty box 
at a time,” the guidelines state. “If 
another player must be in a des- 
ignated ‘auxiliary box/location,’ 
they must be social distanced 
either outside the penalty box or 
in the bench area as close to the 
penalty box as possible; when 
possible the second and or sub- 
sequent penalized players must 
move to the penalty box upon the 
exit of the previously penalized 
player.” 

There is in option for subse- 
quent players to serve penalties on 
their bench if necessary. 

The biggest change fans will 
notice with play on the ice is the 
elimination of “scrums.” These 
are plays typically when multiple 


players go after a loose puck in a 
corner of the ice. They usually take 
place on either side of the goal. 

The guidelines only allow for 
one player from each team to be 
involved in a scrum. Once a third 
player joins, play must be stopped 
by the referee. Play also will be 
stopped if the scrum lasts more 
than five seconds. 

High schools played fall sports 
in geographically-formed leagues 
in order to limit contact between 
too many schools. The plan will 
be similar for hockey, but leagues 
will look different because there 
are fewer teams. There were also 
no restrictions placed on co-op 
programs and they will be allowed 
to play. 





PIONEERS 


Kolodziey steps down as GM 


Mutiny GM Ferrara 
takes helm 


TIM PETERSON 
Sports Correspondent 


LUDLOW - Along with being 
the longtime boys’ varsity soccer 
coach at Ludlow High School, 
Greg Kolodziey has also been the 
General Manager of the Western 
Mass. Pioneers for more than ten 
years. 

Kolodziey recently stepped 
down as the Pioneers G.M. due to 
personal reasons. 

“I’m excited about some 
new challenges that le ahead,” 
Kolodziey said. “I hope to spend 
more time on the soccer field 
doing what I enjoy most, coaching 
kids, and assisting and encourag- 
ing them to be good students so 
once they get through the grad- 
uation line, they are ready to do 
good, positive things in life.” 

Kolodziey is still planning to 
continue coaching the boys’ varsi- 
ty soccer team at his alma mater in 
the fall of 2021. He also coaches a 
Western United Pioneers squad. 

Joe Ferrara, who like Kolodziey 


The New England Mutiny 

and Western Mass. Pioneers 
share a home stadium now. 
Mutiny owner Joe Ferrara 
was named the Pioneers GM. 5. = 


is a lifelong resident of Ludlow, 
has been named as the new 
General Manager of the Western 
Mass. Pioneers. He’s 
also the owner of 
the New England 
Mutiny and is the 
Commissioner of | 
the United Women’s 
Soccer League. 

“The Pioneers have 
a great support staff 
and the Mutiny also 
have a great support 
staff, so I think Ill 
be able to run both 
organizations with- 
out very much diffi- 
culty,” Ferrara said. 
“The biggest chal- 
lenge right now is that 
we still don’t know 
what’s going to be happening next 
spring.” 

The Pioneers and the Mutiny, 
who both play their home match- 
es at historic Lusitano Stadium in 
Ludlow, didn’t play any matches 
in 2020 because of the COVID-19 
pandemic. 

“We’re hoping to have a sea- 
son next year, but we’re planning 
for several different scenarios,” 








Greg Kolodziey, longtime 

general manager of the 

Western Mass. Pioneers, 
has stepped down. 


Ferrara said. “A normal regular 
season, a shortened season, a sea- 
son without fans, or no season at 
all.” 

Before Kolodziey 
stepped down from 
his position, he 
and Ferrara shared 
the same office at 
Lusitano Stadium. 

“I do have a lot of 
respect for Greg and 
his family,” Ferrara 
said. “I would like to 
meet with him about 
the Pioneers.” 

The Pioneers, who 
had a very successful 
2019 campaign, are 
coached by Federico 
Molinari. 

“Federico is a very 
good soccer coach,” Ferrara said. 
“T’m looking forward to working 
with him on a daily basis.” 

The Pioneers assistant coaches 
are Dennis Gomes, Jay Willis, and 
John Voight. 

The Pioneers are members of 
the USL 2 League and compete 
in the Northeast Division of the 
Eastern Conference. 

The USL 2 League G.M. meet- 
ings are normally held in Florida 
in December, but they’re going 
to be held virtual in January. The 
2021 schedule will be released at 
that time. 

The Pioneers qualified to play 
in the U.S. Open Cup last year, 
which was canceled. They’re hop- 
ing to play in the 2021 Open Cup 
tournament. 

“It'll be great if we do play in 
the Open Cup next year,’ Ferrara 
said. “It gives the smaller clubs the 
chance to play with the big boys.” 

The Mutiny had played games 
in several different communities 
before coming to Ludlow in 2019. 

“Being able to have the Mutiny 
play home matches at Lusitano 
Stadium is very special to me,” 
Ferrara said. “I played games 
there when I was in high school 
and the atmosphere is great at the 
Stadium.” 

The Mutiny celebrated their 


See PIONEERS, page 12 
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Woody Pitkat was a big winner at the Sunoco World Series event. 


Seekonk Speedway 
announces 2021 events 


SEEKONK — Seekonk 
Speedway is looking ahead to 
a fresh, exciting 2021 season. 
On Dec. 3, the Massachusetts 
third-mile announced the full 
schedule of events for 2021 
-- one that will mark the 75th 
anniversary of full-time racing. 
Seekonk Speedway looks for- 
ward to welcoming fans back 
to the grandstands safely, as the 
recent vaccine announcements 
for COVID-19 are welcomed 
news and talks continue with the 
state of Massachusetts. 

Multiple major events head- 
line the 2021 schedule -- includ- 
ing the ISMA Supermodified 
and Boston Louie NEMA 
Midget and NEMA Lite Races 
(June 9), the annual $10,000 to 
win Open Wheel Wednesday 
headlined by the Tri Track Open 
Modified Series (June 30), the 
inaugural $10,000 to win Bay 
State Summer Classic with the 
PASS Pro Stocks (July 28), the 
annual DAV Fall Classic (Sept. 
24 to 25) and the Haunted 
Hundred, headlined by Tri Track 
(Oct. 23). 

The slate includes 18 
Saturday Night Showdowns 
-- showcasing Seekonk’s pre- 


miere Pro Stocks, Everett’s Auto 
Parts Late Models, Helger’s 
South Coast Power Equipment 
Sportsman and Chaz Auto Body 
Sport Trucks. It will also see 
the return of the Fast Friday 
Series -- with 16 events for the 
Nick’s Pit Stop Legends Cars, 
Helger’s Pure Stocks, Sport 
4’s and Seekonk Grand Prix 
Bandoleros. Seekonk is pleased 
to welcome back all divisions 
and their sponsors, while adding 
Chaz Auto Body to the team of 
division sponsors. 

With COVID-19 shutting 
down Saturday night competi- 
tion and Thrill Shows in 2020, 
and only Fast Friday drivers hit- 
ting the track due to regulations 
from the state of Massachusetts 
to stop the spread of the virus, 
it’s only fitting that the 75th 
anniversary be celebrated in 
2021. Seekonk’s Fast Friday 
classes ran a 10-race slate in 
front of no spectators in 2020, 
however, they continued to 
showcase youth talent and some 
of the best racing Seekonk 
offers through the track’s 
YouTube channel. 


See RACING, page 12 = 
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Figure skating event cancelled due to COVID-19 


WILLIAMSTOWN - This decision was 
based on the Bay State Games overriding 
concern to protect the health and safety 
of all participants, coaches, judges, vol- 
unteers, and spectators. Other factors that 
lead to this decision include state guide- 
lines limiting public events, the uncertainty 
of whether the Williams College Lansing 
Chapman Rink will open in 2021, current 
limitations on use of Williams College 
facilities by outside groups and protocol 
requirements from national figure skating 
governing bodies. 

“Tt is with great disappointment that we 
announce we will be unable to host the 


Bay State Games figure skating competi- 
tion in Williamstown in 2021,” said Bay 
State Games Executive Director Kevin 
Cummings. “For the last 35 years, it has 
been a privilege to bring skaters and their 
families to Berkshire County for this long- 
time winter tradition. While our partici- 
pants have always enjoyed travelling to 
the region for the event which has had a 
positive economic impact for local hotels 
and restaurants, many factors related to the 
pandemic prevent us from returning in the 
Winter of 2021”. 

Bay State Games will continue to evalu- 
ate the possibility of hosting a live skating 


event in Massachusetts later in 2021 or 
as part of the Summer Games should the 
impact of the pandemic and restrictions 
improve. Potentially hosting virtual skating 
events later in the year is also under con- 
sideration. Future event options for 2021 
are being investigated as federal, state, and 
local board of health protocols continue to 
be monitored. Bay State Games remains 
hopeful it can return to Berkshire County 
for 2022 events and beyond. 

Updated information regarding the status 
of Bay State Games figure skating events 
will be posted on the Bay State Games 
website as soon as it is confirmed. 


Senior photos from fall season wanted 


GREGORY A. SCIBELLI 
gscibelli@turley.com 


he fall season 1s near- 
ing its end and Turley 
Publications has been all 

over the action. 


But with this unpredictable 
season there have been tempo- 


rary or in some cases, perma- 
nent stoppages in play, and we 
still want to help feature your 
athletes, especially those who 
are seniors this year. 

We continue to ask for help 
on this season in order to bring 
the best coverage we can possi- 
bly manage and fill our pages 


with names and color. 

We know that fans will be 
limited to the home crowds, but 
that 1s where you all come in. 

If you attended any senior 
games and would like to see 
those photos in our papers, 
we welcome submitted photos 
from those events and informa- 


tion about graduating seniors 
who participated in Fall 1 
sports. 

We also welcome any addi- 
tional information about other 
major achievements. Send any 
and all information and photos 
for inclusion to sports @turley. 
com. 





RACING : from page 11 


“Our schedule includes a bit of some- 
thing for everyone who 1s a race fan in 
the region.” Ed St. Germain, Director 
of Business Development at Seekonk 
Speedway, said. “We’re excited for all of 
our special events, but above all, we can’t 
wait to welcome back our great fans and get 
our premiere Saturday night divisions back 
on the track in 2021.” 

The season opens with two Test and tune 
sessions on April 10 and 24, while opening 
weekend returns on Saturday and Sunday, 
May 1-2. Saturday will include the Classic 
Car Show and Swap Meet fans have come 
to love, with burn out drags and race prac- 
tice. On Sunday, May 2, the engines fire in 
a race competition for the first time with 
the Pro Stocks, Late Models, Sportsman, 
Trucks and Spectator Drags. The season 
rolls from this starting point in May all the 
way through October, with more than 45 
events planned. 

Of the touring divisions included, two 
of them will visit Seekonk more than once 
-- with the prestigious Tri Track Open 
Modified Series bringing their top Modified 
talent for Open Wheel Wednesday (June 
30) and the Haunted Hundred (October 
23). Both races have a large purse and 
always attract the best Modified talent in 
the region. New for 2021, the American 
Canadian Tour (ACT) will also join the 
Haunted Hundred, along with the return of 
the Pro All Star Series (PASS) Super Late 
Models. All three races as part of the sea- 
son-finale will be 100 laps, matching the 
Haunted “Hundred” name. 

PASS, New England’s premier touring 
Super Late Model division, will return to 
Seekonk for three events overall in 2021 
-- including the big $10,000 to win race on 
Wednesday, July 28. PASS will also help 
headline the two races that will close the 
season -- the annual Fall Classic, with a 
150-lapper on Sept. 25, and the Haunted 
Hundred. 

The track welcomes back five Thrill 
Shows to the schedule -- with a show for 
Memorial Day (May 29), Independence 
Day (July 3), Mid-Summer Spectacular 
(July 31), Labor Day (Sept. 4) and the 
Pumpkin Smash (Oct. 9). Note that all 
Thrill Shows are on Saturday night’s -- giv- 
ing weekly competitors the night off. There 
will also be a special event on Sunday, Aug. 
8 -- headlined by the return of Monster 
Trucks and the first ever Spectator Drag 
race -- where drivers will double up and 
actually race for multiple laps together on 
the track, instead of just in a one-on-one 
format. 

As part of the weekly slate, track cham- 
pions will be crowned in all nine divisions. 
Championship battles for all divisions 
except the Pro Stocks will include as part 
of the DAV Fall Classic weekend on Sept. 
24 and 25, as the Fall Classic returns to a 
two-day race format, with a practice session 


rr 


on Thursday night, Sept. 23. The Pro Stock 
title battle wraps on Saturday, Sept. 18, on 
Ocean State Oil Night, allowing drivers to 
compete with PASS at the Fall Classic. 

The Phil’s Propane Triple Crown Series 
returns after a year off due to COVID, with 
a three-race, extra distance, set of races for 
all of Seekonk’s divisions. The Pro Stock 
Triple Crown Series races will be 60 laps, 
while the Late Models will shift to 45 laps. 
The Sportsman and Sport Trucks remain 
at 35, while the Pure Stocks, Sport 4’s and 
Legends Cars are set for 30. As always, the 
Seekonk Grand Prix Bandolero division 
runs 15 laps for all of their events, but will 
also crown a Triple Crown champion. 

Phil’s Propane Triple Crown Series 
Dates: 

Pro Stocks: June 5, July 16, Aug. 21 

Late Models: May 22, June 26, Aug. 21 

Sportsman: May 15, June 19, Aug. 21 

Sport Trucks: May 8, June 12, Aug. 21 

Legends Cars: June 25, July 30, Aug. 20 

Pure Stocks: June 18, July 16, Aug. 20 

Sport 4: June 11, July 23, Aug. 20 

Bandolero: June 4, July 9, Aug. 20 

The Everett’s Auto Parts Diamond 
Races are on the schedule, with three spe- 
cial events for the Pro Stocks and the Late 
Models. All of these races will be 50 laps 
for both divisions, including a night where 
both classes run the 50’s on Saturday, Aug. 
14. 

Everett’s Auto Parts Diamond Race 
Dates: 

Pro Stocks: June 26, July 24, Aug. 14 

Late Models: June 19, July 17, Aug. 14 

The Troy City Tactical Spectator Drag 
Series is back, with drivers set to compete 
in a 10-race series starting on May 2 and 
ending on Oct. 9. In the middle, drivers will 
thrill fans in front of both Saturday night 
crowds and Thrill Show fans. 

The Power 5 Series will return for 
Helger’s Southcoast Power Equipment 
Sportsman, with five races set for 30 laps 
instead of 25, with a bit of extra purse 


Christopher Buffone, of Belchertown, was also a champion last season. 





money on the line courtesy of Helger’s. 
Sponsorship is available for Power 5 races 
for the remainder of Seekonk’s Saturday 
night divisions. 

The schedule also includes the special 
returns of Military Night, Youth Sports 
Night, the STAR and NEAR Antique Racer 
divisions, R.I. Shriners Night (with Trike 
Races), Fans on Parade, Scout Night, the 
Pit Party, Phil’s Propane night, Helger’s 
Southcoast Power Equipment night and the 
annual Fan Appreciation night sponsored by 
Everett’s Auto Parts. 

Seekonk looks forward to welcoming 
back a long list of supporters for the 2021 
season, and can’t thank those who stepped 
up in 2020 enough. See below for a full list 
of 2021 sponsors to this point: 

Everetts Auto Parts, Helger’s Southcoast 
Power Equipment, Phil’s Propane, Ocean 
State Oil, Solar Theraputics, PEPSI, T. 
Moreshead Landscaping, Sunoco Race 
Fuels, American Racer, Elmwood Dodge, 
Bristol Toyota, First Ford, Troy City 
Tactical, Shriners Childrens Hospital, 
Roger Williams Zoo, Precision Harley 
Davidison, Columbus Energies, Chick Fil 
A, Seekonk Grand Prix, Chaz Auto Body, 
Nick Lascuola Racing, Lambert Brothers 
Racing, Spring Villa Memory Care, Viper 
Graphics, Nick’s Pit Stop, Nat’s Racing 
Engines, KC’s Burger Bar, Miller Brewing, 
Coors Light, WCTK Cat Country, Four 
Town Farms 

The full schedule is subject to change. 

Seekonk Speedway will release addi- 
tional updates about the 2021 season when 
available. For more information, follow 
the track on all social media channels and 
visit seekonkspeedway.com. Please stay 
tuned for ticket release dates for advanced 
purchase. 

Fans should keep a lookout for new epi- 
sodes of the Seekonk Speedway podcast 
series over the winter months, giving you a 
step back in time, a view of the present and 
a look into the future. 





Hall of Fame 
concludes 
‘Bubbleville’ 
Games 


UNCASVILLE, Conn. — The Naismith 
Memorial Basketball Hall of Fame and 
Gazelle Group today concluded the sea- 
son-opening event known as “Bubbleville.” 
Games were played Nov. 25 — Dec. 
4 at Mohegan Sun Arena in Uncasville, 
Connecticut with 25 teams taking the 
court. 

Bubbleville housed several events relo- 
cated and reimagined due to COVID-19 
and provided a controlled environment 
with teams and event staff adhering to 
tribal, government, and NCAA health 
and safety protocols and testing require- 
ments. All games were played without fans 
in attendance. 

Throughout the 10-day event, the 
game schedule continually evolved due 
to a number of COVID-related circum- 
stances. In the end, 26 games were safely 
played in large part thanks to Mirimus and 
Hartford HealthCare. Both groups joined 
Bubbleville with live event COVID-19 pro- 
tocol experience with the NBA and Viacom 
respectively. The Bubbleville Testing 
Team was led by Rachel Lattner, Chelsea 
Johnson and Jen Tempone. 

Mohegan Sun and the Tribal Health 
Department also proved to be an invaluable 
partner for the event with the ability to 
provide a premier arena, beautiful accom- 
modations and private catering, in addition 
to their extensive COVID protocols which 
have successfully been in place for several 
months. 

With a combination of PCR and Saliva 
testing, 2,800 tests were administered 
among 1,075 people including event staff, 
players, coaches, support staff and court- 
side media on-site. In the nearly two-week 
testing period, three positive tests were 
discovered, leading to two programs leav- 
ing the event before participating in game 
action and one matchup cancelled on what 
was scheduled to be the final day of the 
event. 

With the support of the event’s various 
health partners, Bubbleville was able to 
adhere to all safety protocols and enact 
tracing procedures as needed. To learn 
more about the event, visit https://www. 
hoophall.com/events/bubbleville or follow 
@hoophall #Bubbleville on Twitter and 
Instagram. 


PIONEERS : from page 11 


20th anniversary in 2019 and Ferrara has 
only missed one match since he formed the 
team in 1999. 

After taking a year off from soccer for 
the first time in many years, Ferrara is 
ready to watch both of his soccer teams 
play next summer. 

“Last summer was the first time in 20 
years that I wasn’t involved in soccer and 
it was refreshing. Soccer seasons can be a 
grind at times, especially when you’re not 
succeeding on the field,” Ferrara said. “I’m 
ready to go now and the players are also 
ready to get back on the field again.” 

While the 2020 United Women’s Soccer 
League regular season was canceled, a 
couple of showcase tournaments were held 
in Michigan and Florida last summer. 

The Mutiny, who are members UWS 
Eastern Conference, do have several play- 
ers from Western Mass. listed on their ros- 
ter. 

“Having the local soccer players play 
for the Mutiny really means a lot to me,” 
Ferrara said. “It’s nice to have players from 
Granby, Monson, Agawam, and Ludlow on 
the team. We’re represented by ten com- 
munities in Western Massachusetts. There 
are a lot of talented high school girls’ soc- 
cer players from this area.” 

Several Mutiny players have been signed 
with N.W.S.L. and a few have played for 
professional teams in Europe. 

Jill Serafino is the Mutiny General 
Manager and Jeb Booth is planning on 
returning as the Mutiny head coach in 
2021. 
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Classifieds 


12 WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS I 


A TURLEY PUBLICATION I www.turley.com 


AMERICAN FLYER TRAINS. 
Bought and Sold. Some tin toys. Re- 
mote Control Airplanes (413) 544-5503 


ANTIQUE AND PERIOD CHAIRS 
- Restored with new woven seats — 
Many styles and weaves available. Call 
(413)289-6670 


DISH TV - $59.99 For 190 Channels 
+ $14.95 High Speed Internet. Free 
installation, Smart HD DVR Included, 
Free Voice Remote. Some restrictions 
apply. Call 1-877-925-7371 


FIREWOOD 


Ai WE STILL HAVE SEASONED 
FIREWOOD Prompt Delivery and 
Competitive Pricing. Call now S & K 
413-267-3100 


FIREWOOD 
Fresh cut & split $160.00 
Seasoned cut & split $200.00 
All hardwood. 
Tree length available 
*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol- 
umes guaranteed!! New England 
Forest Products (413)477-0083 


WISEASONED FIREWOOD!!! 
Over a cord guaranteed. Cut, Split, 
Prompt delivery. Call D & D Cordwood 
(413)348-4326. 


SEASONED OAK & Hardwood. 
Cut, split and delivered. 413-575- 
4243. 


MISCELLANEOUS 


A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s 
largest senior living referral service. 
Contact our trusted, local experts to- 
day! Our service is FREE/no obliga- 
tion. CALL 1-855-799-4127 


DEALING WITH WATER DAM- 
AGE requires immediate action. Local 
professionals that respond immediate- 
ly. Nationwide and 24/7. No Mold Calls. 
1-800-506-3367 


DO YOU HAVE chronic knee or back 
pain? If you have insurance, you may 
qualify for the perfect brace at little to 
no cost. Get yours today! Call 1-800- 
217-0504 


INVENTORS - FREE INFOR- 
MATION PACKAGE Have your 
product idea developed affordably by 
the Research & Development pros 
and presented to manufacturers. Call 
855-380-5976 for a free idea starter 
guide. Submit your idea for a free con- 
sultation. 


LIFE ALERT. 24/7. One press of 
a button sends help FAST! Medical, 
Fire, Burglar. Even if you can't reach 
a phone! FREE brochure. CALL 800- 
457-1917 


MOBILEHELP, AMERICA’S PRE- 
MIER MOBILE MEDICAL ALERT 
SYSTEM. Whether you’re Home or 
Away. For Safety and Peace of Mind. 
No Long Term Contracts! Free Bro- 
chure! Call Today! 1-844-892-1017 


OXYGEN-ANYTIME. ANY- 
WHERE. No tanks to refill. No deliv- 
eries. Only 2.8 pounds! FAA approved! 
FREE info kit: Call 1-855-917-4693 


PROMOTE YOUR PRODUCT, ser- 
vice or business to 1.7 million house- 
holds throughout New England. Reach 
4 million potential readers quickly and 
inexpensively with great results. Use 
the Buy New England Classified Ad 
Network by calling (413)283-8393, 
classifieds @turley.com. Do they work? 
You are reading one of our ads now!! 
Visit our website to see where your ads 
run communitypapersne.com 


COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE 


STAY IN YOUR HOME longer 
with an American Standard Walk-In 
Bathtub. Receive up to $1,500 off, 
including a free toilet, and a lifetime 
warranty on the tub and installation! 
Call us at 1-866-945-3783. 


STOP STRUGGLING ON THE 
STAIRS. Give your life a lift with an 
ACORN STAIRLIFT! Call now for 
$250. OFF your stairlift purchase 
and FREE DVD & brochure! 1-844- 
325-8610 


WANTED TO BUY 


COMIC BOOKS WANTED! 
Comics, Comic Artwork, Vintage 
Toys, Pulps, Etc! 50+ years of ex- 


perience! Gary Dolgoff (413) 529- 
0326 gary @ gdcomics.com 





AB Hauling and 
Removal Service 





2***xxxk*A & B HOUSEHOLD 

REMOVAL SERVICE******* 
Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard 
debris. Barns, sheds, demolished. 
Swimming pools removed. Cheap- 
er than dumpster fees and we do all 
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured. 
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222- 
8868. 





WE TAKE IT ALL 
WE LOAD IT ALL 
Lowest Rates, 
accumulations, junk, estates, 
attics, garages, appliances, 
basements, demo services. 
10% disc. with this ad of services. 
Dumpster Rentals 
available for rent. 
All Major CC’s 


CALL NOW (413)531-1936 
acallwehaul @ gmail.com 


ABSOLUTE CHIMNEY HIC 
#161245 & CSSL #101365 Insured. 
Sweeping chimneys year round. 
Thank you. (413)967-8002 


BILODEAU AND SON ROOF- 
ING. Established 1976. New re- 
roofs and repairs. Gutter cleanings 
and repairs. Licensed/ insured. Call 
(413)967-6679 


CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & 
refinishing - cane, fiber rush & 
splint - Classroom instructor, 20+ 
years experience. Call Walt at 
(413)289-6670 for estimate. 


PAINT AND PAPER Over 25 
years experience. References. Lic 
#086220. Please call Kevin 978- 
355-6864. 


Read your local newspaper online at 
Www.newspapers.turley.com 


SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES 


Call us at 413.283.8393 





WE RENOVATE, SELL & PUR- 
CHASE (any condition) horse drawn 
vehicles such as sleighs, carriages, 
surreys, wagons, dr’s buggies, drive- 
able or lawn ornaments. Some furni- 
ture and other restoration services 
available. Reasonable prices. Quality 
workmanship. Call (413)213-0373 
for estimate and information. 
DEMERS & SONS 
BELCHERTOWN, MA 


CHILD SERVICES 


*NEW STATE LAW. Anyone adver- 
tising caring of children must list a li- 
cense number to do so if they offer this 
service in their own home. 


ELECTRICIAN 


CHAMPAGNE ELECTRICAL 
CONTRACTORS Service changes/ 
upgrades, generators, phone/data wir- 
ing, smoke detectors. Insured. Credit 
cards accepted. License #22882A 
(413) 210-9140 


DEPENDABLE ELECTRICIAN, 
FRIENDLY service, installs deicing 
cables. Free estimates. Fully insured. 
Scott Winters electrician Lic. #13514-B 
Call (413)244-7096. 


HOME 
IMPROVEMENT 


CERAMIC TILE INSTALLATION 
Kitchen, bath, foyers. Referenc- 
es. Lic #086220. Please call Kevin 
(978)355-6864. 


FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER 


QUABBIN & SUBURBAN — FRIDAY AT NOON 


MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069 


or call: 413-283-8393 


CATEGORY: 


Base Price 
$26.50 


Base Price 
$28.50 


Base Price 
$30.50 


Base Price 
$32.50 


Base Price 
$34.50 


Base Price 
$27.00 


Base Price 
$29.00 
Base Price 
$31.00 


Base Price 
$33.00 


Base Price 
$35.00 


(41 MasterCard 


Base Price 

$26.00 

Base Price Base Price 
$27.50 $28.00 
Base Price Base Price 
$29.50 $30.00 
Base Price 
$31.50 


Base Price 
$32.00 


Base Price Base Price 
$33.50 $34.00 


Base Price Base Price 
$35.50 $36.00 





Phone —_ 
State: Zip: —_ 
_ X per week rate = $_ _ 
UVISA 4 Discover L) Cash L) Check# 
Exp. Date __ CW 
Date: 


DEADLINES: 


Quabbin 


Village Hills 


Circulation: 


HILLTOWNS — MONDAY AT NOON : 


















oy, 
exc 
SES 
aoe 


Hilltowns 
Circulation: 9,800 





Buy the Quabbin Village Hills or 
the Suburban Residential ZONE 
for $26.00 for 20 words plus 
50¢ for each additional word. 
Add $10 for a second Zone 

or add $15 to run in 


ALL THREE ZONES. 


First ZONE base price 
Add a second ZONE 
Add a third ZONE 
Subtotal 

x Number of Weeks 
TOTAL Enclosed 






icf 





EASTHAMPTON el 






HUBBARDSTON 


NEW BRAINTREE 
WEST NORTH 
BROOKFIELD | BROOKFIELD 
(~\ BROOKFIELD 





EAST 
BROOKFIELS 


BRIMFIELD 


WALES { HOLLAND 


‘ Suburban 


STURBRIDGE 









Residential 
Circulation: 
59,000 







; WILBRAHAM 
WEST 


SPRINGFIELD 








Includes 
additional words 


$10.00 
$5.00 


Run my ad in the 
following ZONE(s): 


| 





OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK! 








HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE- 
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram- 
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
textured ceilings, siding, decks. Insur- 
ance work. Fully insured. Free esti- 
mates. (413)246-2783 Ron. 


NAWROCKI HOME IMPROVE- 
MENT- KITCHENS bathrooms, re- 
placement windows & doors, roofing, 
siding, decks, custom woodworking, 
drywall. Full insured & registered 413- 
237-2250 Mark 


WATER DAMAGE 
CALL JAY (413)436-5782 
FOR REPAIRS 


COMPLETE DRYWALL 
SERVICE. FINISHING, 
PAINTING, CEILINGS 
(SMOOTH OR TEXTURED). 
40+ YEARS EXPERIENCE. 
FULLY INSURED. 


INSTRUCTION 


DON’T BE A STARVING ARTIST 
= learn how to teach painting with this 
special method to people of all ages 
and abilities and have your own busi- 
ness with a stable income. Fill the need 
for more art in healthcare facilities. 
Check it out at: 
www.artis4every1.com 
or call (508)882-3848 


LANDSCAPING 


A+ ROZELL’S 
LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE 

Excavator Services 
Overgrown property? 
Extreme Brush Cutting! 
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal 
Lawn/Arborvite Installed 
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand 
Storm Clean-up 
Maintenance 
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal/ 
Clean-outs 
Insured 
413-636-5957 


PLUMBING 


LINC’S PLUMBING 
LIC. #J27222 
“New Season” 
“New Projects” 
Call LINC’S 
For Your Connection 
(413)668-5299 


ROOFING 


FREE ROOF INSPECTIONS. All 
types of roofing, shingle, flat and slate. 
Call Local Builders (413)626-5296. 
Complete roofing systems and repairs. 
Fully licensed and insured. MA CS 
#102453. Senior Discount. 24 hour 
service. Veteran Discount. 


SNOWPLOWING 


24 HOUR SNOWPLOWING/ 
SNOWBLOWING Service, Monson, 
Palmer, Wilbraham, Hampden. Resi- 
dential, Commercial, Apartments. Call 
or text now. Limited space available. 
413-519-5439 


TREE WORK 


AAA - TROM’S TREE SERVICE 
Let me save you money. [ree re- 
moval, hazard tree removal, cordwood, 
stump grinding. We're fully insured and 
workmen’s comp. for your pro- 
tection. Free estimates. Mon-Sun Call 
Jason (413)283-6374 


DL & G TREE SERVICE- Every- 
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage and 
brush chipping. Honest and Depend- 
able. Fully insured. Now offering a 
Senior Citizen and Veteran discount. 
Call today for free estimate (413)478- 
4212 


STUMP 
GRINDING 


DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind- 
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi- 
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413- 
478-4212 
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assifieds 


12 WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS I SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES 


Call us at 413.283.8393 


CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!! All 
Makes/ Models 2000-2019! Any Con- 
dition, Running or Not. Top $$$ Paid! 
Free Towing! We're Nationwide! Call 
Now: 1-888-513-1505. 


RETIRED RACING 
GREYHOUNDS AVAILABLE 
FOR ADOPTION 
SPAYED/NEUTERED, WORMED, 
SHOTS, HEARTWORM TESTED, 
TEETH CLEANED 


MAKE A FAST FRIEND! 


GREYHOUND OPTIONS INC. 
CALL MARY AT 413-566-3129 
OR CLAIRE AT 413-967-9088 
OR GO TO 
WWW.GREYHOUND 
OPTIONS.ORG 


DRIVERS WANTED? OTR or 
Regional Van & Tankers Liquid Bulk 
(NonHaz). Competitive Pay, Insurance 
Package, Home Time, Bonuses, 401K 
(800)548-9783 or Apply online www. 
amexpressinc.com 


TOWN OF PALMER: 
TRUCK DRIVER LABORER - 
OPERATIONS DIVISION 
PUBLIC WORKS DEPART- 
MENT. 

The Town of Palmer is accepting 
applications for Full Time Truck Driv- 
er - Laborer in the Department of 
Public Works Operations Division. 
We are seeking an experienced, 
self-motivated individual with public 
works knowledge to become part 
of our operations division. A High 
School Diploma, Class B Massa- 
chusetts Driver’s License with air- 
brakes endorsement is required. A 
Massachusetts Hoister’s License is 
favorable. This is a union position 
with an attractive starting salary, 
vacation, sick and personal time. 
Please forward resume to 4417 
Main Street, Palmer, MA 01069 or 

email rmcnutt @ townofpalmer.com 


TRUCK DRIVER/LABORER The 
Town of Ware Department of Pub- 
lic Works is seeking a Truck Driver/ 
Laborer. The successful applicant 
will be required to perform a variety 
of semi-skilled and skilled manual 
tasks; operate a variety of heavy 
and light motor equipment; drive 
various types of motor vehicles in- 
cluding light and heavy trucks and 
perform related work as required 
in the construction, operation, re- 
pair. Class B CDL license required, 
hoisting license preferred. Job de- 
scriptions may be obtained online 
at www.townofware.com. Review of 
applications will begin December 3, 
2020 and continue until the position 
is filled. The Town of Ware is an Af- 
firmative Action/Equal Opportunity 
Employer. AA/EEO. 


Buying? 
Selling? 


Classifieds 
Get Results! 


FOR RENT 


EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY 


ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, 
or discrimination because of race, col- 
or, religion, sex, handicap, familial sta- 
tus, or national origin, or intention to 
make any such preference, limitation, 
or discrimination.” We will not knowing- 
ly accept any advertising for real es- 
tate which is in violation of the law. All 
persons are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are available on 
an equal opportunity basis. 


HILLSIDE VILLAGE 
APARTMENTS 


APPLICATIONS NOW BEING 
ACCEPTED FOR ONE, TWO 
AND THREE BEDROOM 
APARTMENTS 


eHeat and hot water included 
eAmple Closets 

*Fully Applianced 
eCommunity Room 

eLaundry Facilities 


eCats Welcome 
*Extra Storage 
°24 Hour Maintenance 
For Information call 
(413)967-7755 EHO 


17 Convent Hill, 
Ware, MA 
e 





STORAGE 


SELF STORAGE 
WARREN/WARE 
Lowest prices, new units! 
Call Mary (413) 531-3722. 
Securestoragema.com 


WINTER STORAGE Brand New Fa- 
cility Ware. Boats, RV’s, Jet Skis. 
(413)531-3722 Mary 


VACATION 
RENTALS 


WARM WEATHER IS Year Round 
In Aruba. The water is safe, and the 
dining is fantastic. Walk out to the 
beach. 3-Bedroom weeks available. 
Sleeps 8. Email: carolaction @ aol.com 
for more information. 


FOR RENT 


ea 


All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
Or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination. 


This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
Opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is 
1-800-927-9275. 


Classified Advertising 


DEADLINES 


QUABBIN & SUBURBAN 
FRIDAY AT NOON 





HILLTOWNS 
MONDAY AT NOON 





i PUBLIC SAFETY 


Belchertown Police Log 


Editor’s note: The following are 
brief explanations of select entries 
in the Belchertown Police log and 
arrests for the weeks of Dec. 2 
through Dec. 8. The information was 
provided by a member of the police 
department based on the review of 
the detailed log summary. This fea- 
ture is designed to provide context 
and explanation to some of the calls 
police respond to every day. Of the 
289 calls police responded to, there 
were 20 incidents, two accidents, two 
arrest/summons and five citations. 


ARRESTS/SUMMONS 
Tuesday, Dec. 8 

5:35 p.m. — A 34-year-old 
Belchertown man was issued a sum- 
mons for operating with a suspend- 
ed license. An officer was on patrol 
when they noticed a vehicle that was 
pulled to side of road on Bardwell 
St. pulled in front of the officer. The 
officer did a registration check and 
it was found license was suspended. 
The officer pulled the person over 
and identified the operator as the 
owner of the vehicle. The operator 
was issued a summons after license 
Suspension and a warning for no 
inspection sticker. 


ACCIDENTS/INCIDENTS 
Wednesday, Dec. 2 

8 a.m. — Officers took a report of 
unemployment fraud. 

9:36 a.m. — Officers took a report 
of unemployment fraud. 

9:40 a.m. — Officers took a report 
of unemployment fraud. 

1:29 p.m. — Officers took a report 
of unemployment fraud. 

3:33 p.m. — Officers took a report 
of unemployment fraud. 

10:19 p.m. — Officers assisted 
Belchertown Fire and paramedics. 


Thursday, Dec. 3 
7:52 a.m. — Officers took a report 
of unemployment fraud. 
9:15 a.m. — Officers took a report 
of unemployment fraud. 
10:45 a.m. — Officers took a report 
of unemployment fraud. 


3:22 p.m. — A Holyoke resident 
contacted the station reporting they 
were unable to find wallet and keys 
that were in someone else’s vehi- 
cle. They reported they left them on 
the dashboard of their vehicle while 
working at a house in Belchertown, 
also went to a restaurant in town. 
They wanted to report the case 
because they had debit/credit cards 
taken. 


Friday, Dec. 4 

11:15 a.m. — Officers took a report 
of unemployment fraud. 

11:42 a.m. — Officers took a report 
of unemployment fraud. The caller 
reported one week prior, they got a 
notification that someone attempted 
to open a credit card in their name. 

1 p.m. — Officers took a report of 
unemployment fraud. 

2:20 a.m. — Officers took a report 
of unemployment fraud. 


Saturday, Dec. 5 

1:12 p.m. — Officers responded 
to an accident on North Main St. 
One vehicle was travelling south on 
North Main St. when the operator 
lost control of vehicle, went off right 
side road, collided with a tree and 
went back into the road. The vehi- 
cle came to rest partly in the road 
and partly in the other side of the 
road. The vehicle was towed from 
the scene. The tree sustained some 
damage. 

3:59 p.m. — Officers took a report 
of unemployment fraud. 

4:33 p.m. — Officers respond- 
ed to an accident on Federal St. 
and Pelham Rd. One vehicle was 
stopped at the intersection when it 
was backed into by another vehicle. 
There was minor damage reported, 
but both vehicles were able to be 
driven from the scene. No injuries 
were reported. 


Sunday, Dec. 6 
4:20 p.m. — Officers responded to 
a residence to perform a wellbeing 
check on children there and answer 
questions about custody issues. 


Monday, Dec. 7 
11:09 a.m. — Officers took a report 


of unemployment fraud. 

2:39 p.m. — Officers responded 
to an accident on Bay Rd. A vehi- 
cle travelling on Bay Rd. stopped 
abruptly, causing two other vehi- 
cles to stop. The first vehicle was 
struck by the first and the second 
was struck by a third vehicle. The 
operator of the first vehicle was gone 
upon the officers’ arrival. There were 
no injuries reported. 

4:49 p.m. — Officers took a report 
of unemployment fraud. 


Tuesday, Dec. 8 

9:26 a.m. — Officers spoke with a 
Franklin St. resident who reported 
their window was shot out with a 
BB. They were unsure when it took 
place. A BB was found in between 
the glass. A report was taken and 
there are no suspects at this time. 

11:45 a.m. — Officers took a report 
of unemployment fraud. 


Granby Police Log 


Editor’s Note: The Granby Police 
Department responded to 115 calls 
for the week of Dec. 4 through 
Dec. 10. Those arrested are pre- 
sumed innocent until proven guilty 
in a court of law. All information 
is provided by the Granby Police 
Department. 


Friday, Dec. 4 

9:04 a.m. — Officers investigate 
motor vehicle accident on New 
Ludlow Rd. Operator struck a deer 
and caused damage to vehicle. 

2:24 p.m. — Officers investigate 
two car accident on West State St. 
and Ferry Hill Rd. No injuries were 
reported. 


Tuesday, Dec. 8 
4:19 p.m. — Officers took a report 
of identity theft. The incident is still 
under investigation. 


Wednesday, Dec. 9 
5:32 p.m. — Officers took a report 
of credit card fraud. The incident is 
still under investigation. 





Prioritize safety during holiday activities 


REGION -— Traveling for the hol- 
idays might not be on the menu due 
to COVID-19, but comfort food, 
festive decorations, and cozy nights 
in are sure to lift everyone’s spirits. 
Unfortunately, these activities can 
often lead to fire, with Christmas Day 
and Christmas Eve as two of the top 
days each year for home fires caused 
by cooking and candles. 

The National Fire Protection 
Association (NFPA) encourages 
everyone to keep safety in mind in 
order to lessen the chance that a fire 
will disrupt their holiday celebrations. 

“For a lot of people, December tops 
the list for the most heartwarming 
time of year, but it’s also a leading 
month for home fires in the U.S.,” 
said Lorraine Carli, vice president of 
Outreach and Advocacy for NFPA. 
“Carefully decorating your home and 
mindfully cooking your meals can 
help make your holidays safer.” 

Following are NFPA statistics 
highlighting the increased risk of fire 
during the holidays: 

Decorations 

More than half (51%) of the home 
decoration fires in December are start- 
ed by candles, compared to one-third 
(32%) in January to November. 

From 2014 to 2018, an estimated 
average of 770 home structure fires 
per year began with decorations, 
excluding Christmas trees. These 
fires caused an average of two civil- 
ian deaths, 30 civilian injuries, and 
$11.1 million in direct property dam- 
age per year. 

More than two of every five (44%) 
decoration fires occurred because the 


decoration was too close to a heat 
source, such as a candle or hot equip- 
ment. 

One-fifth (21%) of the home dec- 
oration fires occurred in December, 
while 10% happened in January. 

Christmas trees 

Fires caused by Christmas trees are 
uncommon, but they are more likely 
to be serious when they do occur. 

Between 2014 to 2018, U.S. fire 
departments responded to an aver- 
age 160 home fires that started with 
Christmas trees per year. These fires 
caused an annual average of two civil- 
ian deaths, 14 civilian injuries, and 
$10.3 million in direct property dam- 
age. 

Electrical distribution or lighting 
equipment was involved in 45% of 
home Christmas tree fires. 

In more than one-fifth (22%) of the 
Christmas tree fires, some type of heat 
source, such as a candle or equipment, 
was too close to the tree. 

Cooking 

Cooking is the leading cause of 
reported home fires and home fire 
injuries and the second leading cause 
of home fire deaths. 

An average of 470 home cooking 
fires were reported per day in 2018. 

Thanksgiving is the peak day for 
home cooking fires, followed by 
Christmas Day and Christmas Eve. 

Unattended cooking is the leading 
cause of home cooking fires. 

Candles 

Between 2014 to 2018 U.S. fire 
departments responded to an annu- 
al average of 7,610 home structure 
fires caused by candles. These fires 


caused an average 81 civilian fire 
deaths, 677 civilian fire injuries, and 
$278 million in direct property dam- 
age annually. 

On average, 21 home candle fires 
were reported each day. 

Three of every five (60%) candle 
fires started when something that 
could burn, such as furniture, mat- 
tresses or bedding, curtains, or deco- 
rations, was too close to the candle. 

Candle fires peak in December. 
January ranked second. 

Nearly three times as many fires 
started by candles were reported on 
Christmas (an average of 58 Christmas 
fires) as the daily average. 

Find a wide variety of tips and 
resources surrounding holiday 
fire safety on the NFPA Winter 
Holidays page. For more releases and 
other announcements about NFPA ini- 
tiatives, research and resources, please 
visit the this NFPA press room. 

About the National Fire 
Protection Association 

Founded in 1896, NFPA is a glob- 
al self-funded nonprofit organization 
devoted to eliminating death, injury, 
property and economic loss due to 
fire, electrical and related hazards. 
The association delivers information 
and knowledge through more than 
300 consensus codes and standards, 
research, training, education, outreach 
and advocacy; and by partnering with 
others who share an interest in fur- 
thering the NFPA mission. For more 
information, visit www.nfpa.org. All 
NFPA codes and standards can be 
viewed online for free at www.nfpa. 
org/freeaccess. 
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— PUBLIC NOTICES 


PUBLIC NOTICE OF 
ENVIRONMENTAL 
REVIEW 

PROJECT: 

Proposed Solar Array 
LOCATION: 

() Gulf Road, Belchertown 
PROPONENT: 

BWC Scarboro Brook, LLC 

The undersigned is sub- 
mitting an Environmental 
Notification Form (“ENF’’) 
to the Secretary of Energy 
& Environmental Affairs 
on or before December 15, 
2020 

This will initiate review 
of the above project pur- 
suant to the Massachusetts 
Environmental Policy Act 
(“MEPA”, M.G.L. c. 30, s.s. 
61-621). Copies of the ENF 
may be obtained from: 

Andrea Kendall, LEC 
Environmental Consultants, 
Inc. 

380 Lowell Street, Suite 101, 
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Wakefield, MA 01880 
781-245-2500 

Copies of the ENF 
are also being sent to the 
Conservation Commission 
and Planning Board of 
Belchertown where they may 
be inspected. 

The Secretary of Energy 
& Environmental Affairs will 
publish notice of the ENF in 
the Environmental Monitor, 
will receive public comments 
on the project for 20 days, 
and will then decide, within 
ten days, if an Environmental 
Impact Report is needed. A 
site visit and consultation 
session on the project may 
also be scheduled. All per- 
sons wishing to comment 
on the project, or to be noti- 
fied of a site visit or consul- 
tation session, should write 
to the Secretary of Energy 
& Environmental Affairs, 
100 Cambridge St., Suite 


YOUR LOCAL 
rRUSTED 
RELIABLE 
DEPENDABLE 


AMHERST 
FARMERS SUPPLY 


Fertilizers, grass seeds, natural stone, 


wall/walkway/patio, block, masonry, gardening, outdoor tools, 


mulches, pond supplies, muck boots & more! 


320 South Pleasant St., Amherst 


413-253-3436 


Mon.-Fri. 7:30-5:00, Sat. 7:30-4:00 ¢ Est. 1945 


4 LAWN & GARDEN 
DO YOU OWN A TORO? 


Need Service, See Us, = 


Parts or 
Accessories? Master 


Count on it. 


we 
Service Dealer 


413-253-7358 


Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8-5:30 Wed. til 7pm; Sat. 8-4 Www.boydenandperron.com 


Your Toro cs “a 


900, Boston, Massachusetts 
02114, Attention: MEPA 
Office, referencing the above 
project. 
By 
BWC Scarboro Brook, 
LLC 
12/17/2020 


Community Outreach 
Public Meeting 

Town of Belchertown 

Notice is hereby given that 
a Public Community Outreach 
Meeting for Minuteman 
Farm LLC 401 Mill Valley 
Rd, Belchertown, Ma 01007 
being the site of a proposed 
cannabis cultivation facil- 
ity is scheduled for Friday, 
December 18, 2020 at 6:00 
PM 

Due to Covid -19 
Restrictions for attendance, 
the meeting willbe by a 
Virtual Meeting conducted on 


Zoom. The meeting can be 
accessed through the follow- 
ing link: 

https://usO2web.zoom.us/ 
j/4604276362?pwd=WDh5SY- 
1M3azZNecitJTEdIZEhDSit- 
mdz09 

Meeting ID: 460 427 6362 

Pass Code: 656788 

All are welcome to attend 
and ask any questions regard- 
ing the project. If you cannot 
attend and want informa- 
tion, please reach out to us at 
robertbarryj @ gmail.com 
12/17/2020 





Please check the accuracy of 
your legal notice prior to submission 
(i.e., date, time, spelling). 
Also, be sure the requested publication 
date coincides with the purpose of the 
notice, or as the law demands. Thank you. 


PUBLIC NOTICES 
ARE NOW ONLINE 


Email all notices to notices@turley.com 


Access archives and digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title. 


Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers. 


Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon, 
Fridays noon for Monday holidays. 
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CALL YOUR TURLEY REP TODAY!|283-8393_ 


2 REMODELING 























ADDITIONS ¢ WIND/DOOR REPLACEMENTS DECKS & REPAIRS 


yo JOBsTOOISMAL, 


LICENSED 
INSURED 


253-0043 


gnatekbuilders@verizon.net 


MA REG. 
#103211 


a. Ware 


3 INSURANCE 


www.moultoninsurance.com 
M OULTON Insurance Agency 
BUSINESS e AUTO e HOME e LIFE 


Very Competitive Rates ¢ Experienced Professional Staff 
99% Customer Satisfaction Rate ¢ On-site Registry Processing 


Belchertown _ 
45N. Main Street Safety Insurance 
413-323-7229 


¥ Lael Po es 
4, Fa” 
The Trusted Choice® 


143 West Street 
413-967-3327 


YOUR AD COULD BE HERE ON [ac 


mmecgarrett@turley.com 





Owner 


Mike McKenzie 
MA. Lic. #15648A 


Residential 
Commercial 


Industrial 
OSHA 10 
Certified 


Email: btownelectric413@gmail.com 
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curdleation 


CANNABIS WITH CONFIDENCE 


425 Main St Suite B, Oxford 


Medical/Adult Use 


124 West St, Ware 
Adult Use 


Visit us at 
Curaleaf.com 


FLOWER | 


EDIBLES | 


DROPPERS | 


TINCTURES 





Please Consume Responsibly. Marijuana can impair concentration, coordination and judgment. Do not operate a vehicle or machinery under the influence of this drugfor use only by adults 21 years of age or older. Keep out of reach of children. This product has not been analyzed or approved by the Food and Drug Administration (FDA). There is 
limited information on the side effects of using this product, and there may be associated health risks. Marijuana use during pregnancy and breast-feeding may pose potential harms. It is against the law to drive or operate machinery when under the influence of this product. KEEP THIS PRODUCT AWAY FROM CHILDREN. There may be health 
risks associated with consumption of this product. Marijuana can impair concentration, coordination, and judgement. The impairment effects of Edible Marijuana Products may be delayed by two hours or more. In case of accidental ingestion, contact poison control hotline 1-800-222-1222 or 911. This product may be illegal outside of MA. 








AUTO BODY 


REECE AUTO BODY Com- 


plete Auto Body, Paint 
& Repair” auto glass, 
computerized paint matching, 
also routine car maintenance. 
Free estimates. Old Springfield 
Road, Belchertown. 
413-323-6664. 





ALIX & SONS COMPUTER 
CENTER. PC/Macs, 
Laptops, Screen Repairs. 
New Computer Sales and 
Accessories, PC Diagnostic 
Repairs and Upgrades, On 
Site Work, Home or Office. 40 
Daniel Shays Highway. 413- 
323-1122. John Alix, Owner. 





ey 


COUNTRY STYLIST, 171 
Federal St., Belchertown. 
413-323-6012. Great cuts for 
men and women $17.00. A full 
service hair salon. Open Tue- 
Sat., evening hours available. 


HEATING & AIR 





CONDITIONING 


WHITING ENERGY, Est. 1870. 
Complete Fuel Oil Heating 
Service. 24 hr. 7 days a week 
service. Call 413-323-5737. 


BELL & HUDSON INSUR- 
ANCE AGENCY INC., 19 
North Main St., Belchertown, 
MA 01007. Tel. 413-323-9611, 
800-894-9591. Fax 413- 
323-6117. Home, auto, life, 
commercial, group health. 


OUTDOOR POWER 





EQUIPMENT 


BOYDEN & PERRON INC. 
Sales and service, Toro, 
Wheel Horse, Scag, Jonsered, 
Residential and Commercial. 
41 South Whitney St., 
Amherst, since 1956. Call 
today. 253-7358. 


PLUMBING SERVICES 


D.F. PLUMBING 
& MECHANICAL 
CONTRACTORS are 
now offering plumbing 
services to Belchertown and 
surrounding town. Scheduling 
appointments Monday-Friday, 
8 am to 4pm. Call 413-323- 
9966. 





BUSINESS SERVIC 


R EF C TT O R YY 


ROBERTS ROOF CoO., INC. 
Trusted name for over 39 
years. Commercial, industrial, 
residential. Specializing in 
shingles, slate copper work, 
historical restoration, flat 
roofing. Snow Removal. Fully 
licensed. Free estimates. 
413-283-4395 
www.robertsroofsinc.com 


RUBBISH REMOVAL 


R.M. NIETUPSKI 
TEMPORARY DUMPSTERS, 
10-30yards for removing con- 
struction, demolition, metal 
and household debris of all 
types. Serving Belchertown 
and all surrounding towns. 
(413) 283-4333. 
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AMHERST WELDING, INC. 
Snow plows, sanders, sales 
& service, hydraulic hoses & 
repairs, trailer hitches, trailer 
repairs, welding, fabrication, 
lawnmower repairs. 330 
Harkness Road, Amherst 
413-253-4867. 
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TO ADVERTISE ON THE BUSINESS & SERVICE DIRECTORY PLEASE CALL 283-8393 





PUBLIC NOTICES 


Email all 
notices to 
notices@turley.com 


Access archives and 
digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title. 


Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 


% public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers. 


VISIT 


Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon, Fridays noon for Monday holidays. 


